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Heat much above the month's average, Rain wauled. Price of 
ranges from 18 seers per rupeo at Culna to 10 seers st B 
average for the district being bout 16k seers, 
reported in Culna, A small outbroat of cattle- 
Weather—excessively hot. Ruin. is badly 
which is reported to hnve consed in the Suddor i 
the growth of the standing crops. Prices of common rice. 
rupoe at Sudder and 17% seers at Bissenpors. 
Weather—very hot, no signs of rain. Ni 
ght postpones ploughing for the 
rice rising. It is 18} scers per rupee at head. 
at Raumpore Hani, the average dor th dintrict 
in the proviows fortnight. . 4 
Weather—very ot, Brain, Ploogtiag ins eceaene in places, but, 
ix wanted for it generally, Mulberry is for want of rain. 
Cocoons are stated to have been affected in Ghatal fe heat he pics 
huving declined from Ra, 26-27 to Rs, 2425 a mound, Prices of rice are 
as follows 
} 


‘Midnapore 
a 


ook = 
Prices havo risen, in almont ail thanns, and in some considerably. 
Weather—hot with high wind from the south-west, Rain needed 
ing and sowing of aus and jute. Price of common rice wt J 
iy from Rs. 8-8-to Re, es ee ; i 
Strong wil in badly wanted for jure Cr Amun 
ing sown in low lands, Prive of common rice ut Sudder ‘cers per 
rapee and at Ulubsriya 19} seers per rupee, i 


Weather—very hot, dry and oa peli agere clouds and high 
Plouching is progressing, but ‘is much Wanted Prices of 
from 12$ avers to 15 seers per rupee. 
Weather—hot with south wind, Rain much wanted 
Plonghing going on. reane and indigo doing well, 
rice commenced in parts of Choondanga und Meborpore 
Werther—hot with high wind, Good rain has fallen in the 
sion, but none in Sutkhira. Ploughing golug on, but 
parts for want of rin "Bora sal titre being 
sed. Kboolae aab-divktons 5 ouptiry good in Wagirhat ; below the 
Weathor—very hot with strong south-west wind in the 
aus and ‘ab a standstill ip the Sudder and Bongong 
Prices of rice rising, 
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‘Weather—hot and sultry. Fields are ‘red for bhadoi exops. 
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L commenced to be received th ape sey ¥ 
received there, temperature 
week, and hi Bees Seely below the normal. be 
hot ‘weather distribution accompanied the above  coliditi i 
ng -westerly and southerly winds have been blowing at the southern stations 
winds at the western stations, and easterly winds in Assam and alo the foot of 
ills in Bengal. Owing parhere to the very exceptional temperatures which have’ been 
tog hich wi 
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week, ‘ould show that the differenoes of temperature between the 
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generaily low for the iter of the 
whole of B for tho week ne averagel s tok ct 
is pees atin at the westem and southern 
Raionnae while in Assam the defect averages 0-114 
ionally high in all districts, except Assam, throughout 

pattie week for the whole of Bongal Baa been © 

the normal, and in such districts as South-West and Nord 
betwoon six and soven degrees. In all districts very high 
been reported, the highest being 115:4° at Midnapore on 30th 


general rain is Hast 


rain has now commenced to fall. Silchar, — 
inches of rain, Sibsagar has received $38 








A. Pap, 
Offg- Meteorological Reporter ta the Goxt, 
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‘The mean pressure of the seven days 7 ee 
‘The average pressure of the corresponding’ period for 24 years, 8-G's Oe see 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
Tee. logical Office, Chowringhee, from 28th April to 4th May 1889. 
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From the figures jn the following table, it 9] that, during the 
from the diseases recorded under 0 head "* Other causes ” 
mortality under the other heads was very nearly the 
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Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the East Indian Railway, lea ie f 
uly 


Department Circular No. XXL, Railway, date 1888, 
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PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Hesurn of raphe for weok ended 2th Aprit 1889, on olen 
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TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
seoek ended 21h April 1889, on 29} miles open, 
See eminiiins. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Vgeprieteata Statement of gross receipts of the Eastern Borgal State Railway 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWA . 
| Approsinate tora of Traffic for soeek ended 20th April betas 195 mie 
eae 
































* Audited up to wopk dading 1cth March tbo, 


. FINANCIAL YEAR. 
2 Ramingh Statement o grea receipts f the Dacea State Railway, 
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b 
modified, as now only men actually returning from leave will be 
the price of their railway and steamer journeys. After a year’s trial it w 


determined whether this concession should be continued or not. _ 
6. Phe health of the force has been goat 
numbers of sick in hospital and the rate of mortality have in 
compared with last year. ‘this is partly due to an ep) of : 
caused nine deaths, there being 45 admissions into hospital for 
against 2 in 1887 and 6 in 1886, ‘The figures below give a comparat 
ment forthe last three years :— } ae 
1688, 1887. 1888, 
Deaths - a og See Ae if ee ae 
Admissions into hospital... «. 2,409 2,361 | 2,609 
Daily average of si ae we 44 » b2 68 
: 7. The carriage of provisions, baggage and stores by 2 Coolie 
~~ been abandoned, as ttivsnid to have been found more costly than the old contract 
system, besides adding considerably to the duties of the police, owing to the 
ibility for the conveyance and guard of every package that had to | 
transported. he former system has therefore been reverted to, and rates fixe 
_, for the season, There are still, however, some coolies employed directly un 
* Government in the waking of roads, including a party of 168 Sonthals i 
during the past year, who are said to have proved themselves e 
workers, and to be desirous of bringing their wives and children to setth 


8, The civil police are mainly occupied with work elsewhere d 
peons, as there is no otherestablishmentayailable in the Chittagong Hill 
As there is very little crime, this does not interfere with the prim 
the force, and in the peculiar circumstanees of the Iracts, it is found d 
to have one establishment for all purposes. Papeete 
. In paragraph 20 an account is given of the raids on the fi 

duties in which the men of pe ete Police were e1 

past, 3, but” as these subjects have . dealt with «fully i 
re; aided oles; at is needless to discuss them in detail hera, I 

ed, however, that the experience of the year has show 
at, the arrangements made hitherto for the protection of the. 
been wholly inadequate to prevent the commission of outrages 
‘Tribes beyond, and that a radical change of policy has now become 
10, ne. oe Ane time the Lieutenant-Governor highly 
onde i 





Dated Caioutta, the 13th May 1889, 
RESOLUTION. . 


No. 2322, dated the 28th March 1899, from tho §; 
gal, bogttn! the report of the Health Officor ‘of the - 
“yar year 18% : 
_ Dr. Lyncu was the Health Officer of the Port of Calcutta from 
is mencemert of the year up to” the 8rd . “ 
th : a ‘he retired from the service, and was succeeded 
‘Dr, Vincent Richards, who has submitted the present report. In 1835, 
Officer requested that he might he supplied with a * bolio ” in. place 
“dinghy” which he had theretofore used, avd one was given to him. It was 
then that the new boat was unsuitable, and the Port Officer's “ bolio” 
le, it was made over in August 1888 to the Health Officer, who 
n ‘it would suit him. Dr. Richards now states that this boat also is 
for his use, and asks that a boat similar to those used by the Custom 
ise Officers may be supplied to him. ‘The Port Officer of Caleutta will be | 
uested to obtain and submit an estimate ‘of the cost of a boat such as 
considers to be necessary for his use, Z 
‘The report shows that 1,464 vessels were inspected during the year 
against 1,601 in 1887. The decrease is due to’ the 
Jess frequent inspection of coasting steamers which 
in the course of the year, and which it is not 
necessary to inspect at each return visit, as they have to he visited 
of finals bills of health on their departure, which 
e within a few days of their arrival. 
brings to notice the insufficiency of accommodation provided 
visiting this port, and states that 
ff the meniaaon Betgrop Pd a pet. The 
of India wil juested to e ‘etary o} to move 
Lats, Bia Hat rn ship-owners on rain : 3 
erage number of jean seamen in the port was 1,510 
against 1,808 iu 1887, The health of the seamen 
“mone was not 80 good as in the previous 














5. Scurvy appears to be steadily decreasing, ‘The number 
admitted into Te eal suffering from Sis diesate amounted to 13, 
8, respectively, during the last four years, The three cases that oceurr 
the year were not due to the supply of any inferior kind of food or 
buties to the seamen, $ 4 

6. Lhe Sanitary Commissioner, in submitting the r of th 
aie SA i sacha hte by Piosr for eee AEE set 

°, : A of the native population on the river, ac 
see kere the census of 1881, vis, 25,000, was 
actual number constantly found, and represented that a correet day 
‘the native river population was necessary for the purpose of arri 
correct rate of mortality among them. The subj-ct has during the p 
received the Lieutenant-Governor’s consideration; but having in 
difficulty and expense that would be incurred in taking the proposed 

: tits Bee see 
m 





Honour has decided not to take any action at present t 
Lass ‘The following table shows the mortality recorded : c 
the native river population, the averages being calculated on a 











of 26,000 
as “4 Total dont, Ratio por miljo— 

e Cholera tee 9° 49 87 

re Bowel-complaints 6. 27 

a Fever, majwrious oye 

Ditto, simple ads < } 
a ; Other diseases gn “21 
Pater dotne Total .., 148 98 67 






a] 3 — — 


he ‘above figures show that the health-of, the native 

LSet a! Eee Beton Population, was not so good in 1 

_ the previous year. figures are, er, in neither case 
gay ha phat eee a ag a 






BRE eae ages ie 
into the river, continues to cause a seriovs nuisance. » drain 
r part of the general drainage of the town of Howrah, and was included 
scheme which was sanctioned in 1881. In the interests of the shipping, as 
in the general interests of sanitation, it is desirable that the town of 
Howrah should have a proper system of drainage and water-supply. ‘the 
attention of the Municipal Commissioners of Howrah has been drawn to the 
defective system of drainage in the town, and they have expressed their inten-— 
tion of pre a comprehensive scheme for the draining of the town away 
from the river. e Commissioners have been. urged io lose no time in carrying 
out this project. © 
“ De Richards complains of the public nuisance caused at the jetties by 
eer in the employ of the Port Commissioners resorting to the foreshore 


accommodation provided by the Commissioners is not'sufficient for the large 
number of laboure;s und workmen employed at the jetties. The Sanitary Oom- 
‘missioner, in his letter No. 1267, dated the 15th February 1889, reported that 
in his opinion the latrine accommodation within the jetty enclosures was 
quite ient. He will be requested to make a further report on the subject. 
Dr. Richards states that the complaints made in the previous year’s 
report in regard to the latrines of the British India Steam Navigation 
Company in their workshops at Howrah have not received the attention they 
‘deserved on the partof the Company, The Agents of the Company were 
addressed by Government on the subject, but they did not admit that any 
nuisance was caused by their drains. The Sanitary Commissioner has been 
asked for further particulars on the subject. 
‘The Health Officer draws attention to the outflow of liquid sewage from 
Fort William into the river, which has long been a source of nuisance to the 
shipping, and the public using the Strand Road. Representations on this 
subject were made last year to the Government of India, in the Military 
De} ent, and at the request of that Government a scheme is now under 
aration for the discharge of the Fort sewage ioto the Oaleutta sewers. 
The Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the Government of India will find it 
to carry out the scheme during the present year. . 
i Dr. Richards also alludes to the unsatisfactory state of Kassi Mitter’s 
burning ghdt, and sugyests that steps should be taken to screen it from the 
“public and to divert the drainage of the locality away from the river 
hie it flows at present. The Corporation of Calehtta will be addressed 
nthe subject, and steps will be taken to remedy the evil complained of. 

? e Lieutenant-Governor is glad to notice that during the year under 
Corpaes and carcasses floating in review there was a marked decrease in the number 
tho iver, — of corpses and carcasses found floating in the river. 
11. No complaint regarding the supply of water was received from the 
: shipping during the year, but Dr. Richards is of 
iS cag opinion that the construction of the water-boots is 

le, and that even te new one supplied by the Calcutta Cegforation 

n this respect. He thinks that the boats of the British India Steam 

Company for the supply of water to their fleet are excellent, und 

be a great benefit to the shipping in the river if the Municipal 

provided similar ones. The Corporation of Oaleutta will be 
subject, ‘ ‘ 

Plbeiseane scrchnse endorses the commendation bestowed’upon 

i Dr. Richards by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 

energy and efficiency displayed by him in tne 

duties. His Honour also notices with pleasure that the 

1 Babu Nanda Lal Haldar, has performed his duties 












































the jetties for the purposes of nature. He says that the latrine =H 
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CALOUTTA MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, 1889. 


No. M '=484, dated Caloutta, the 14th May 1889. 
From—O. Curubertson, Bsa., Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Municipal ent, 
To—The Chairman of the Corporation of the Town of Caloutta. 

I am directed to acknowledge the peer of your letter No. 1004, dated the 
15th April 1889, reporting on the Municipal elections held in Calcutta and the 
amalgamated portions of the Suburbs on the 15th March, : 

2. In reply, I am directed to convey to you the thanks of the Lieutenant- 
Governor for your interesting report, and to say that His Honour accepts your 
view that, considering the novelty of the arrangements, and the exceedingly 
defective state of the old register of owners which the new system is specially 
designed to'remedy (but which formed unavoidably the basis of the first elec- 
tion), the [soreapna Boies carried out Hage oa much bbs oH ‘be 
expected, and the actual eens A © polling booths worked wi 
tionally little friction or difficulty. 

3. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor approves the proposals contained in 
graphs 14 and 29 of your report, that the duty of borseching toe ova Bik 
should in future be undertaken by the Muciieipaiey, and that the name of the 
person representing a firm for voting purposes should be ascertained at the 
time of granting a license to it. 

4. ‘With reference to paragraph 33 of Rises report, I am to request that you 
will be so 28 to submit, for the consideration of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
a draft of the rule which you would propose to substitute for rule 11 of the 
election rules. 


No. 1004, dated Caloutta, the 15th April 1889. 
From—The Hon’srx Six Henny Hannison, c. s., Chairman of the Corporation of 
the Town of Oaloutta, ” 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal. r 
I nave the honour to submit the following report on the elections held in 
Caleutta and the amalgamated portions of the Suburbs on the 15th March 1889. 
2. As this is the first election under a new system, and as, moreover, it 
Changes made by now Act in is the first occasion on which personal voting at the 
system of voting. polls has been requisite, it seems desirable to explain 
briefly the changes made by the new law in order that their success may be 
fairly gauged. This is the more desirable because from the complaints which 
have been generally made as to the obsolete charactor of the lists prepared, it is 
evident that the objections to the old system are very little realised, while the 
remedies which the present law applies are mistaken for the disease which they 
80 Clearly reveal. : 
8, “Under the law hitherto in force, the Chairman had only a passive 
in the ition of the list of electors. The section in point (18) is tl 
worded—‘Any person qualified to vote at an election or to tipselecael as 
Commissioner may, at any time not being less than six weeks or more than : 
months before the election takes place, apply personally or by letter to the 
Chairman of the Oorporation for registration of his name as such voter 
son as aforesaid, &o,” fs 
And the one qualification for voting was to be a male reri¢ 
Caleutta of full age who had paid Rs. 25 rates and taxes during the 
ceding the election (Sections 7 and 8). Hebe 
4, The result of these sections was to place tho election enti1 
Ee Rasy pl hands of the electioncering x 


entered on the list, while the-el joneering went round 
para of pipers tead bam bie them and (till the pr 
al me at lection voting | } 
return. Those they kept in their ae had chen filed up 
the voters, and returned them to the polling officer 
abuse was apparent on the face of these pro 
we defect in the old Jaw, but s thi 
t the Chairman had no 
Re, 25 rates and taxes, so that 






























take assertion for proof. The bulk of the payments aro and the rate 
bie ages eceee and occupiers are made out according to assessment 
register. the assessment register been accurate, the claim might have 
been tested by reference to it; but it was notoriously so obsolete owing to the 
failure of owners or occupiers to register, that the Office could not report who 
had paid, but only that the rates had been paid. Hence a system grew up, which 
I several times referred to in Council, of applying for votes according to the 
amount paid. If a’house paid Rs. 80in rates, it would cover 3 votes; if Rs. 240, 
9; if Rs. 500, 20 votes, Accordingly, the electioncering agents often 

the families according to the rates. It was a family of 3, 9, or 12 persons, 
according to the number which the rates would cover, and there were no means 
of testing the statements made, The register only bore the name of (say) the 
grandfather dead long ago, and in his name all the rate bills wero lec out. 
in one case, which attracted my attention specially, 29 persons claimed to yote 
as joint-owners and occupiers of one house. 

The same difficulty ocourred in respect of firms taking out licenses. Such 
firms exist in hundreds, in Burra Bazar, two names being jomed together, which 
often are quite different from the real persons managing the business. It was 
argued that if two partners paid Rs. 50, each paid Rs. 25; but, by the same 

ent, if two paid Ks. 25, or three paid Rs. 50, none could vote. "Therefore, 
if the sum paid was Rs. 25, one person claimed under it ; if Rs. 50, two persons} 
if Rs. 100, three or four, and there were no possible means of checking the 
correctness of the allegations made. 

6. To remedy these evils which reduced the voting qualification almost 

Remedi toa farce, the new Act provided that lists of owners, 

occupiers, and license-holders should be prepared 

according to the Office registers. By this provision not only would the neces- 
sity of applying on the part of the rate-payer be dispensed with, but also the 
inaccurate character of the assessment book would be roustis prominently to 
notice, owners who wished to vote would be compelled to register, and the 
evil be remedied. The irregular practice of splitting up qualifications was 
replaced by a regulated system of plural voting. As’ the qualifications 
for voti' it was not at first intended to go further than owners, occupiers, 
ele ‘and payers of carriage and horse tax, but as it was represented 
thata great many persons who had hitherto voted would be thereby disenfran- 
chised, a saving clause was introduced allowing persons who paid Ks. 24 rates 
and taxes, in the aeerogate to vote as heretofore, provided—(1) that 
applied to be entered on the list, and (2) that they paid in their own name ani 
on their own sole account. 


6. The annual valuation fixed by the law ened a vote to an owner or 
a 


occupier was Ks. 300. This would ordinarily ent yment of at least Rs. 24 
a year in rates alone, but it was pointed out that if a person was both owner 
sal cia a smaller house, would still u pay that amount. 
Another qualification was therefore added to the Bill in Commtiee, that those 
who both owned and occupied houses valued at Rs. 160 and upwards should 
also be entitled to a vote, but they also, as in the Beate Act, must deers 
it. One further provision of the new law ought to be noticed. Itmight be pos- 
i fi the poling oer on the of election to judge who was the right 
pe represent t Grest Bastern Hotelier any other Inego-and well nown 
business, but it was Ss caer amperage 
to the hundreds of petty firms of Burra . It was 

y to ascertain in some way beforehand and enter in the list 
authorised ives of each firm. Section 24 therefore 
sent not less than 30 days before the Hlection 

ay, firm, and other association of persons 

to fill in a form to accompany such letter, with 

hus summarised vent Per, 









12; names omitted or wrongly entered might form the subject of claim or 
objection. ie 
u (4) Minor or saving qualifications— ¢ 
(1) Owing and also occupying house of Rs. 150—299. melee: 

(2) Paying at least Rs. 24 as rates and taxes in the agererste. 

As these were only inserted in the law in order not to disenfranchise 
existing voters, the provision requiring them to apply to, have their names 
added to the list was retained, and the votes could not - added to votes under 
other qualifications. * ¢ : 

8. One word more before describing the proceedings. The Bill was 
drafted and through Committee on the assumption that for the first 
year the old Commissioners would continue in office, and the elections take 
place after the new machinery had been working for at least 9 months. This 
was altered in Oouncil, not indeed against my advice, but with a clear ai 
definite warning by me that we should have to conduct the election without 
having that control over all the registers and statistics which a certain period 
of working would give us. It is but fair and reasonable to bear this in mind. 

9. I now proceed to a description of the manner in which the new machi- 

Onsiorsht nery worked. The most important qualification 

yon perhaps is that of ownership, and as it is the 
obsolete character of the lift of owners and occupiers, which is one of the aed 
indictments brought by the public against these elections, I think it be 
easy to show that here the fault has been found with the remedy rather than as 
it should have been with the disease. The existing law (section 108) provides for 
the maintenance of an assessment book which shall contain inéer alia the name 
of the owner and the name of the occupier of each property, Itisof the essence 
of good Municipal administration that a book of this kind should be accurate, 
at least as far as owners are concerned. It is vitally important'to the Corpora- 
tion to know who are the persons to whom they have to look for the proper 
and rational management of the property under their administration. At the 
same time it was notorious that so far from being accurate, the present register 
was grossly inaccurate. Many owners, not always perhaps unintentionally, 
had taken no steps whatsoever to get their names registered, and therefore 
one of the special objects of the present law has been to make the inducements 
to registration such that in future owners would a§ a rule register. In many 
respects they are penalised in small ways for non-registration, and one of the 
penalties which is designedly attached to failure to register, is the loss of a 
vote at the elections; this is conferred (vide section 21) not on all owners a3 such, 
but on all owners who have registered themseles as such. It is therefore most © 
unreasonable to urge as a defect in the present Act the very defect in the 
pre-existing state of things, which the new Act is designed to remedy. . The 
extent to which dead persons and persons who have left Caleutta have 
in the electoral lists, furnishes conclusive evidence of the extreme inaccuracy 
of the register of owners, and of the urgent need of rectifying it. It shows also 
how impossible it has been hitherto to check claims to votes on account 
rates paid. ‘ img 

10.. Whether or not it is fair to owners to penalise them for non-registra- 
tion by the loss of the owner's vote is another matter. To my mind it 
certainly is ; one of the avowed objects of the present law has been to! 
greater prominence the duties of owners as contrasted with their 
those who will not discharge one of the most obvious duties of o 
no right to complain if they thereby lose its privileges. 

11. So far as was consistent with the maintenance of this pri 
possible precaution was taken to warn owners of the necessity of 
their names and amending the register.. In the October to D 
a printed notice vide annexure A) was circulated with the ra 
owners in Calcutta warning them of this necessity, with» 

the ond 













his name was ent 


aie 
od cea 


register at once temporarily, informing the : 
im the assessment book, b 


ink i in nithirfuir nor jut to overlook the enormous good 
provision of the Act has effected as compared with the mere 
has resulted. How haye the elections been in any way 


late the inclusion in the list of a number of persons who 

dead ? real evil-was not the publication of those names, but 

; they «were the only owners of whom the Corporation knew any-- 
have very little doubt that the improvement in this respect whi 
from the election will be very great. Henceforth the assessment 
of oceupiers is recognised by the Act as different. It can 
ly be expected of a temporary ant. that. 
_ he should register his name in the of the 
unicipality, and therefore the law (section 21) allows an o¢cupier’s name 
to be inserted in the:roll-of voters if he can satisfy the Chairman that he has 
aid the rates as occupier for the quarter immediately preceding the clections. 
This rovision was utilised in a yery liberal way. ‘The occupiers’ list, as taken 
from the registers, was almost as imperfect as that of the owners, but evidenge 

haces aad veneer? to have a new name entered on the roll of voters. 
, ‘The result was that every occupier whose name was registered as such 
has been given his votes, as al as every occupier who took the trouble to 
ply in time for entry of his name, but the large number who were neither 
tered nor cared to apply were omitted. It has been said, however, that it» 

ito a person to apply, and that in England he is registered 
ing. ‘This is very li iy correct, but it should be recollected that, 
r ‘itherto in force in Calcutta, application was obligatory ; it is 
therefore, to blame the new law for not introducing every improve- 

. I am now inclined to think that we ought to correct the + 
er ourselves. No question of proprietary right being involved, 
serious objection to names of occupiers being ‘changed on in- 

en incorrect grounds, and I have accordingly taken steps to have 

occupiers continuously ascertained in future by our collecting estab- 
nd reported to the Assessor for entry in his assessment book. 
he third qualification which according to the new law entitles to a _ 
=F ‘vote without any seueatens is paying a trade or - 
| ough thir as some tially in identitying Shem wilh 
; there was some in identifyi i 
occupiers of the same name and amalgamating their votes. 
number of lawyers, however, took out their licénses from 
and_ Cause Court, giving no other residence, Their 
ut peared as voters.in ward No, 12, but as a*section of 
to/prevent their swamping the electors of 





‘and return with the name of theirselected representative. _ 
out to the number of 2,716, but of these only 1,362 were 3 
difficulty arose as to what was to be done with the remainder. It 
+ sible to leave it to the discretion of the polling officer to determine 1 
person claiming to ‘vote was or was not the authorised yeprese 
company or firm. ‘It was therefore considered best to omit from th 
list all joint families, companies, firms, and other associations of 
nad not returned the form sent to them. It was hoped that if any.o 
value the privilege of voting, hey ea apply for the. ti 
names after the Spon of revised list, and if they ae 
might be assumed that they did not value a vote, and that there was'no 
excising their names. As regards the case under this section in the 
I refer to.it further on. : cement i 
19. The revised list appeared im due course and contained 11,664 n 
¥ Sa Sa ¢ t was received with almost as little int 
sedge first list, except on the part of the in 
dates and their agents. Under the rules made by Government (7 
C), objections might be taken to this list.on the score of the person: 
being dead,.a woman, or a minor, or of the name being a duplicate 
name, or-of the representative of a firm or company balag wrongly 
a ic Hedbleb ec db 3 ee a and. 14th. a 
ave been since dis; . these preliminary: measures, 
ities and the sarasiera said have characterised previous elec 
eliminated on this occasion, and: the polling officers found the 
sion of a clear list of single names, in dealing with which their task was 
comparatively eusy one of guarding against wrongful personation, 
ing therefore passed off with the mosb complete regularity so far 
machinery was concerned. I visited all the polling stations in the 
one during the progress of tho. and nowhere was there any 
embarrassment to ‘be adj or put straight. This does not 
artifices of the candidates and their sects which are, of course, 
control. A few complaints were received of voters being p 
» their mind and vote for a different candidate from the one they. 
ington ade oipas yileicirpeen! meaieenb eee 
loing’ so, t ses a duty it on these. 3 
_ reasonably be ce upon to undertake. All that they cat 
voter faiily unders' who he is voting for, and knows - 
Sag eed late oy control the influences. br 
sein hath ol bn oe agg tal 


con 





Uae 2) to bear in mind that oho of the special objects of the 
nib “a rip ihe somewhat less exclusively under the 
faces ant etioneering agents. Apathy on the part of 
b pas ‘been ae yg te ene = > Sitesi as well 
u lections. ‘That sueh apathy has marred the working 
machinery to some extent is'no ars gin los rk against that 
u it ‘can be shown that it did so more rather less than 
: eal certainly not been the case. Under the former law (secti 
ishing to vote was required to send an application to have his — 
1ame entered’ cu the list of voters. ‘The ¢onsequence was that the voting lists 
were “almost exclusively made up by the agents of the rival candidates ; there 
was hardly any voting public at all outside those on behalf of whom agents 
p As conclusive evidence of this, it was found at the first election in 1876 
out of 2,228 Ei sand Eurasians who were believed to be qualified 
to yote only 199 applied, and were in¢luded in the voting list, In the present 
list this number was 2,141, so that whatever the omissions of the present list, 
bear no comparison with those of the first list prepared under theold 


It must also be borne in gine ae a piel of Preparing 

Wy a voting list in Calcutta are far greater that the 

plicity of the English eystom. sitar ReMSileae in Ieaplah townd: “in England 
be gsani have votes, and to prepare a correct list of the actual occupiers 
is a comparatively easy task, In Calcutta, on the other hand, 

y are owners entitled to vote but also-licensees, and other persons who 

24 annual taxation under all heads. ‘'o prepare a list of owners from 

or source except an official register, would be a very dangerous Pe 
¢he custom of using the names of firms instead of individuals 

arts of Calcutta, is so deeply engrained in the habits of the 

rdly an exaggeration to say that in the great majority of 


"person! on the business are not the ostensible ones. 
circumstances, ee ling must have led to inextricuble confusion, 


easures had | taken to fix the vote on a single respon- 
| the finally revised list. It is perhaps to be expected that 
id not stir a finger to secure a vote, while it was to 
oe complain sey solicited ete vote by the 

ite to obtain it, ‘though one mM ? 

complaint a hic have reached it have been patinetdes ts 
ly say that those which reached me-have been comparatively 
every instance they have been thoso of persons whose 


Solassian tener les rather than more 3 
and it is assumed without any found- 
in the opposite direction. When 





"troduced into the new Act, besides retaining one-third. 
for nomination of election by special constituencies, were 
‘voters drawn up in the -accerding to qualifications. 

applications, and (2: to allow ry a 
would get the same weight which wealthy Hindoo voters 

indirect method of partnerships and joint families, ive 

A reference to Annexure J) will show that they most certainly 
lowing is a statement of the voters in the town arranged accor 
ilities at the four elections under the old Act and at the recent el 


: “Tk willbe soon that while the new system ives the Hindoo vo 


ing the suburban wards, an increase of only 8 per cent. on the lu 

previously obtained, and the Mahomedans an increase of 28 per 

the Europeans, <&c., an increase of 230 per cent. 

Sri Bs ‘This is as regards the number of voters, but if the voting 
plural system is also taken into vonsideration, the same tal 

will show that the Europeans who had never before exceeded 11 

yoters in the town, and who on this occasion were just over 

tho power of exercising 11,034 votes out of 46,402 or 24 per 

the voters in each ward are éxamined, it will be seen that the 

-yoting strength sufficient to return— 





sof | been succeeded by F: owners 
nd that Sdlct coimees se aber ; makes 
not boete ‘ 
y 


prachiathy 1 result. 








a the 
fothing is further: ‘my intention than to find fault with’ the 
community for ita inertia. It is obvious that it does v 
stem. | It would much rather have the number of members which 
"re: as its share of the Corporation fixed by law, a8 wes at 
a ea then have those members nominated by Government and 
Keading wopean Associations. It cannot be expected that busy men_ will 
r themselves with looking after their votes at a municipal eloction, but I 
do think that as the electoral stort has been introduced, and is part of the 
Jaw of Caleutta, the leading Associations might have combined together to see 
that the Act was worked property, that votes were claimed, circulars under 
section 24 answered, candidates brought forward suitable to the wards for 
which they stood, and the other measures taken without which no elective 
i can be expected to work In 1865 when it was at first 
fix by Jaw the numbers of cach community, the proposal was to constitute the 
Corporation of 
P 83 Hindoos. 
12 Mahomedans. 
27 Europeans and others. 


72 


Had the European votes heen made the most, there would on the present 
occasion have been 16 elected for wards, * 
10 elected for special constituencies, 
6 nominated. 


29 out of 75, or rather more than was originally looked 
upon as the ideal proportion, f 
27. Annexure E shows the number of persons voting in each ward 
; ye a nationality by nationality ; it is only of interest 
c if analysed minutely as owing to there not havin; 
been an election in every ward. any inference drawn from the totals is tak 
coer In general, however, it shows that where an election was held, the 
r were the most ready to go to the poll and the Europeans the most 
28. Annexure F shews the details of the plural votes; out of 11,664 
695 had the maximum of ate + 12 votes 
£5 FO: 5 ii ony LNs 
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and complicated, as 
be by many critics, ‘no 









t 1, or 65 per cent. replied, in the 
poeta npc (ili 80, eS ten 35 sept he 
does not say--what isto be done_in th case of those who io nob a 
therefore their names were altogether omitted,. I propose to Pay in 


by ascertaining, at the time of giving ® license to each fiem, 
¢ 48 tative for voting eon entering this name in the 
‘lieu of such firms as leave the form, unfilled up. Reentry 3 
30. It was in connection with this section that a case was ees 
cores wheatoaee the High Court to set the result of the sonnei 
va gop rand a5 deolaced, me, The r ‘ 
anted. was discharged, and the result announced by me sustained, 
Court apparently considered the section defective, because it did not 
the choice of represeritatives, allowing a firm therefore to appoint any one disco 
neeted, with them, even. the agent for a candidate, as their representative, T' 
Judge also did me an injustice if he is correctly reported. to have said, hat I 
ought to. have, held my hand and not sent in the list of valid votes jam 
rule had been heard, as was, if I recollect right, stated in my affidavit, I 
sent in the list to the Calcutta (Gazette and posted it up in the office before I 
heard that a rule was applied for, still less granted. 4 
81, As regard the defect in the law, I submit that, so far from it being 
a serious blot, it is a defect of the most insignificant kind. Hitherto all voters 
have been allowed to vote by voting paper, and if the section is abused to the 
utmost possible extent, it cannot in su ce amount to anything more than 
this that all Hindoo joint families, companies, firms, and other associations 
will practically be exempted from voting. ‘Although had this been ‘dis. 
tinethy contemplated, it would have caused heart-burning and jealousies. I am 
by no means certain that it would not be a practical advantage. 
- 82. So far as my testimony goes, which, if the most impartial, is cer- 
sia dikes tainly by far the best informed im this matter ; the 
tis duchinosyeockel, “4 new'systom worked with unlooked-for success, con- 
’ sidering that it was new and untried. The first 
list was produced in due course containing over 14,000 names, and if obsolete 
it was only as obsolete as were the registers it was intended to reproduce; 
4,295 objections were received and disposed of by myself, aided to some extent 
by the Vice-Chairman, with much labour no doubt owing to their prodi 
number, but with such success that not a single ap) was made to the 
Magistrate under section 23, The revised list was brought out in due course, 
in which, for the first time in any municipal election, every name ‘given was 
that of a single identifiable individual. The new sections about i 
and seconding worked perfectly, and in the largest ward in the town as well 
asin 6 others, the expense and Mies of taking a poll was saved. 
wards in which a poll did take place, all voters receiv 
them of the polling station, the number of votes they might c 
of the candidates and the method of voting. I visited Scat albete lin 
Teese eat day of glection, peas none of = confusion or ' 
at might have been expected at a experience. In one ward personation 
was carried on to some extent, but it cost the candidate, in whose interest it had 
been practised, his seat. ‘ F Ef 
83. The rules laid down ing a 
“ TRARVG od experience goes, tru! 11, 7 
wa ames Fales worked Tory Votes, ought on the next oveasion to 
ee -- 4 the -present occasion ‘v few e: 
given, and the rule worked substantial justice; but in 
would afford a means of withdrawing and cancelling votes 
voters and candidates. — 


resorted to, to the annoyance: 
@ voter has, say, 5 votes and , 
deducted 





0 so a d ill interest themselves in putting Prana sep 2 
: ee oe Tho objection to personal voting will 
on minished, and the plural system is certain, from the ane 
. affor ve cong teyraliarieres tet pat mry: gre ‘To m 
t elections which have just terminated afford the tas poui 
augury of the success of the new system, and this, L think, would be the ic 
of every one who has had any -of contrasting their working with that 
Of the ayatom which they superseded. i 
+a . 
ANNEXURE A. 








Monrorrat Exectioy. 


Aut owners of -in Caleutta, wishing to exercise the right of votin; 
at the E ‘lection to rer APN the new Act, in March next, are Fractal hag 
only such Owners, as are registered in the Municipal Registers, will be admitted 
vote (see sections 8 and 21'. Such, as own property registered in the name 
‘anotlier, are, therefore, hereby warned that they should apply without loss 
e for the registration of their names, otherwise their votes will be lost. 
‘or convenience a form of application of registration is attached. 


 Mowrorran Oreice: H. L, HARRISON, 

‘Phe 4th September 1888, | Chairman of the Corporation. 

ee " 

Form of application for persons desirous of registering their names as OWNERS 
ie or OCCUPIERS of premises. 








‘' pod ‘Tue Cuarrman or Tax Corporation. 

Sm, A 

‘Lrequest vst you will be. enough to register my name as Owner 
Spices feepete Calusa Se 

Sei irat te . -Yours faithfully, 
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"yavined tise 
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is hereby notified. for general information that, 
the i e ‘hin by ation 19 of vt. pated 
election of The Commissioners {02 the (Pope of Calontte, ringimslee 5 sae! i 











Rule iles unider Section 19, Act IT (B.C.) of 1888, which it is proposed to submit 
Pe se et a brie NN, smn Masi 5 
1, The fitst: election of Commissioners under Act II (B.C.) of 1888 shall 
Bis “the polling shall tal y ch .-the Chairman mn 
¥ Bin Phe ing ¢ place at such stations as the Chairman 
determine as soon as the word for which contests will take place fandesstee 
tion 31 are known, Notice of the places fixed upon shell be given by adver- 
tisement in the Municipal Office and in at least two daily newspapers not later 
than the 11th March. 

8. The Commissioners of the Town of Calcutta shall appoint a polling — 
officer to ide at each station, and as many assistant polling officers as th 
may think requisite, and may pay to each officer so appointed such reasonable 
remuneration for his services as they may think fit. 7 , 
4. The Chairman shall supply to each polling officer a sufficient: number 
of copies of so much of the list of voters revised in accordance with section 22, 
Act If (B.C.) of 1888, as may relate to the wards for which suvh polling ob seek 
is a d to take votes, and no vote shall he received by the polling officer 
or his assistants, unless the name of the voter is éntered in such list. The 
Chairman shall also furnish the polling officer with the names of the candidates 
for each ward as announced in accordance with section 31 of the above Act, 
and no vote shall be received in favour of any person other than one of such 


5. All yotes must be given at the poll on forms to be provided by the 
i at the polling stations. Separate forms easily distinguishable’ shall 
be ided for each candidate, and the voter, unless he doclares himself un: 
able to write, shall write in his own hand, in the presence of the alltag (aig 
or one of his assistants, his own name, the name of the candidate for whom he 
votes, and the number of votes given for him. If he declares himself unable 
to write, the names and num shall be written at the dictation of the 
porte Ae) ing officer or one of his assistants, and such polling officer or 

istant shall in that case append his own signature to the form. 

6. The Chairman shall circulate to the voters of all wards for which 

there will be a poll under section 31, a post-card containing in English the 

me*of the voter, the number of votes he is entitled to give, the names of 
the candi for his ward, the polling station, and such other directions as the 
i may think fit; such post-card shall be posted not less than two nor - 
lar ioe f tho date of election, © 
Bye [ ‘shall also advice the addressee to bring it with him to 
e 40 identification, and if so brought, it shall be attached to the 
es some of his votes to one candidate and others to one or 
he shall fill up @ separate voting paper for each candi- 
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10. No objection chal! be taken ab the polling station to 
voter entered in the list or to the number of votes 
objection is taken to the identity of. a lanes it shall by 
of the voting wong potas ooo et or his 

ll. ‘Tfany yoter gi ‘votes than he is entitled to 
escapes detection ll ctosy the Yoter hes lett ty on 
of Oe eer pe dodnosal feos ach h ¢andidate 
of votes within the numbéeriallotted ‘to the re 

* a ay el 6 votes, gps votes to x; 2 hal be 
d 


B, ng ented tg voles, givor 8 to X. andl 8. t YS; B votes shall be 


allowed to and 1 to Y. 
entitled to 7 votos, gives 4 to X, ta, y, and. 8 to'Z; '2 shall be 


allowed to X, 2 to Y, and 1 to Z, and 2 votes be lost, i 
12. ‘atk palling shail eminence at 9 a.m, and blose at-6 Pat, and if it 
cannot be finished for any ward by that hour, it shall be continued .on the 
following day at @ till finished. 
13. The polling officer stall be entrusted with the maintenance of order 
at the polling station, and all voters shall, while at or mear the | 
sation comply with all reasonable orders issued by him for the preservation 


ger ds tio then of te poll Sor obch, ward, the polling fleor nial detiaad 
to the Chairman the voting papers which have been recsived by him duly 
sealed and secured, sending the voting papers to which objections have ‘been 
taken seoreateiy 4 ‘rom those to which no ebjections have been taken. 








dy. All 3 or objections preferred under section 21 shall he dodided 
‘by ‘the Chairmen ward by ward, and he:shall ; Sot ae pecneate ee 
Office of the date of hearing for each vas may he 


shall be conducted with open doors in order that any ey aun -can- 
didates or their agents may be present, and the Chairman shall hear any | person 
present who aska to be heard before disposing of such claim or 
16. After the publication of the revised list under section 22, ‘urther 
objections to the list may be taken on the following ;grounds:— 


“(a ~ the voter is dead or is] woman or has not.attained the uge ot 


1 years 4 
that the votae is the same as another person whose name 
i the list, and ought'to appear only once if the list ; be on 
(¢) That the voter, engl purporting to be authorised ‘tovote tunder sec- 
tion 24 on behalf of a ‘Hindu joint , company, firm, or 
other association of persons, is not duly authorised ; 
(d) Such objection must be in ‘writing and ‘must be delivered to the 
Chairman on or before the be ‘March. 


1g. Sméh ng, as well.as all objections pee les 10 or 


senate the fe ee 
tothe heating of the objections. 


x ee serra ae digi i 
tions under! e, vat the 
oan preotding rule, published, a 














Tho names of all candidates elected for wards for whi 
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validity of votes shall be final for the purposes of the 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGIOAL AND RAINFATL OBSHRVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METE( HOAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THR MONTH OF APRIL 1889, 


Tue month of April in’ is noticeable as almost the hottest of the whole 
so cna lee ea eaten 
sure, jecroasing: ¢ rb , 
downward movement is de ag gene ‘Hot woather storms or nor’. are 
generally rather ‘this month. For some days bofore they cour the 

_ falls streadily, i largely it Bengal, and probably over Northern In § 
moist and fairly cool ds blowing cross the, Bongal and Oriss coasts. 
also increase in foree, mo hot dry westerly and north- winds blow 
steadily from Central India over a considerable part of tho west and centro of province, 
while. mojst easterly winds also blow down the Assam Valley. Bengal thus beoomos a 

_ towards which those three wind systems, o in character and direction, converge, and it 
is apparently by. their interaction that the usual hot wonther storms are formed, At such 
pean see oscillates rather rapidly, and the changes at neighbouring stations are un- 


© Binal, showing that the atmosphere ie in a disturbed state, and more" or Jess 


thunderstorms with rain occur. Each storm is general confined to a narrow and its . 
existence is brief, and so far as is known they do not travel, as violent storms, more about: 
80 or 40 milos. ‘These storms form the only source of in Bengal during 4: ‘The 
rainfall brought by these storms is therefore very i ly distributed ; but, roughly : 
alls are greatest in the districts of Hast and North Bengal bordering on the 
layas, and in the Assam and Arakan Hills, while the rainfall is least in the western districts 
generally ‘and in Béhar and Central Bengal. Thus the normal rainfall in Bast and North 
jengal varies from about two and-a-half to three and.a-half inches; in ‘South-West 
jt is about two inches; in Orissa rather more than an inch; while in Behar and Oh 
ur it equals about half an inch. ‘ 
of the month.—Conditions have been somewhat abnormal during almost the 
whole month, the paouliarities being the defective rainfall and constant high temperature. 
From week to week temperature has continued high, the only case of normal 
occurring in one or two districts towards the middle of the month. P was in 
6n the 7th and 8th, again on the occasion of a small depression on the 20th and 21st, and 
during the last fow days of the month. In the early part of i 
normal, temperature and pressure were in exoess, and 
This ‘continued till the end of the first week, when press 
pees eet over almost the whole province; the 
any raindell, Normal weather began again on the 1 sth, but it lasted for two 
From tho 15th up fill the 19th storms occurred every day ‘in Hast ” 
Bengal, and in some parts of South-Wost Bengal and Orissa, in these districts, where 
light rain was falling every day, the n ‘amount for the weok was not received. Thi 
storms were generally unimportant and not of ny great violence, ‘but in the 
district on the 15th one of these local storms developed to such an extent as at 
of almost tornado violence.  Prossure changes during ¢_ period were small, ‘but winds 
were somewhat abnormal, directions being very variable during the three day 
14th to the 16th, and the easterly clement strongly predominating. On the 
Se ha tited gay teeceally Heh gemencieare ptrny 
rise: followe ve a hi, over part of the ince, 0 
occurred in Hast.and North Bi storms were caused by ” 
setting in on the 24th, the south-west wind which had beail earstaaiy blowing dir 
ly in force on the rapid rise of which began on the 23rd, Ter 
Increasing, and the excess became towards the end of the month. 
revolved showers fora day or two about the 28th, and though some 
the amount of rain was-very small, There have therefore been four 
sen during the month, chiefly confined to. Mary tee North Bengal, 
periods high pressure and tentperature have everywhere obtained, more: 
se sp iemure Teatro sbiiges hare been ential 
. — es have erally unimy the 
falls Sarre te tes bee a 3 g of tho poriods of isiarhed eae ee 
‘been noticed During the first week of the month, was 
above the normal, and changes were those characteristic of the hot we 
8th a rapid fall occurred. but the exoess was quickly restored, and during: 
to more than a tenth of an inch, On the 16th and 17th pressure 
the normal. The most rapid changes of ha inet soma taoed 
of about a of an inch wos uniform over nearly " 
tinued a little less rapidiy the following day, and thy 2 
in defect. On the 28rd and 24th the rise of between | 
“ht i in excess After th 
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for each week of the month at ni typical stations it 
districts of the province, and the figures will show clearly how Meal tem| re 
in excess, and also the intions of the temperature from the n és 
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RaljidiccThe number of rainy days and the quantity of rain which has fallen a 


junng 

| heen defective, especially tie latter. Kast Bengal is the only district that 
ee ‘its normal amount ofraatall TnBouth: West ond North Donia pais 
-amou yabout halfthe normal, Beharhas beon practically rainless As stated! above, 


heen four periods during which local storms have occurred, but it was only between 
12th nao Fea at all fenenl over the province. At othr times rain was con 
entirely to Bongal, North Bengal, and part of South-West Bengal. Th act 
id 


‘24 inches fell, in North ‘and South-West Bengal a little over au inch, in Ori 
about half an inch,and in Behar only three or four hundredths of an ii 
iin’ fell in Assam—in Sibsagor over 8 inches and in Silehar over 13 inches. r 
‘table gives the summary of the temperature and rainfall data of euch of 
logical divisions of the province for the month of April 1x89 :— any 
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_ TIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE WEEK 
‘THE 10mm MAY 138 a . 


the general meteorological conditions which 
: ‘Jn a very pronounced form. Throughout the 
7 remained quite unaltered, and from its commencement up to se 
of the provinee has been largely in exeess of the normal. Saturday, — 
aby ~ aa ld - geeey - west of the province, and 
‘ge Assam an’ engal, the deficienc: te 
md thus the distribution of pressure was such that, wl ile in Orissa and 
stations in the south-west and south-east of the province pressure 
os in North Se oats cad of more than a tenth of an inch 
io gradients over Pprovinve were therefore unusually steep, and 
account for the unusually strong southerly and south-westerly 
lowing at the hood’ of. the Bay cod in. Scath at this 
continued to blow for practically the whole of the week, 
greater part of the province was also uvusually high, the excess in the mean’ 
ing up to between 7° and 8° in South-West Bengal, On the 5th 
at most stations, but the general distribution remained unaltered, and 
lly low in the north of the province, Very. strong moist winds 
wad of the Bay, wind velocity at Sa Island averaging 34 
miles an hour. _ Temperature hed risen still further on this day, aud many stations in South- 
West Bengal showed mean temperatures from 10° to 12° in excess of the normal. A further” 
rise of pressure took place on the 6th, and 0 became above the normal over the 
greater part of the proviuoo, and on this day the excess temperature became rather 
smaller. From the 7th pressure commenced to fall slowly up till the end of the week, 
owhen again a distribution of pressure obtained which was simivar to that described at the 
commencement of the week. At the south-western, southern and south-eastern stations 
‘was in excess of the normal by amounts ranging up to about 0:04 inch; while, on 
other hand, at the stations in the centro and north of the province, pressure was below 
the normal by amounts which in many ate nearly a tenth of an inch. Unusually 
baric gradients therefore again ined, and winds were fairly strong over the whole 
southerly and south-westerly current blowing in the south-western and southern 
ists, a southerly and south-casterly current in Kast Bengal, and easterly winds generally 
at the northern stations. The indraught over the land from the sea was at fis time 
i strong, and from the 9th to the 10th the wind velocity at Saugor Island averaged 
tiles an hour, which almost sie to a gale of wind. Very hi; iasieapecnattse ee 
accompany these conditions, an general mean temperature of the province at the close 
the week was about 6° in exodss of the normal. dee 
‘These Syhyeed ma ten Bee tonaetls Soe the sana ast Bee of nor’> 
over @ province for the week, Bengal con- , a 
have Veen ome ma nies and ei axing — rain have been ys 
numerous, particular! i C) o! week; but even in these areas — 
fan dhe recived racy non few looal storms have also occurred in ‘+ 
i 0 oan southern iots of South-West Bengal, but the whole of the remainder of x 
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Merroro.ocrcat Orrice, Benoat ; A. Pepuer, 5) 
The 14th May 1809. Offg. Metevrologieal Reporter'to the Govt. of Bengal, 
ay <- 
Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observa taken at the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Ohowringhee, from 5th to lith May 1889, 
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if ‘The mean 10 4.x. relative humidity of the soven days 
‘Tho total fall of rain from 5th to 11th May 1889 


© Mergorotovtcar Orrrce, Ixpta 5 © as 
The 13th May 1889. rt 
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BAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

Approximate Return of Traffic for weok oniled 4th May 1889, on 1,613} miles opon, 
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PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Keturn of Lraphe for week ended 4th May 1980, on ST mil 
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TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 4th May 1869, on 22} mites open. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR, 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Kastern Bengal State Raitwoy. 
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BENGAL CENTRAL stiadlinis: 
Approximate Return of Trafic for wock ended 21th April 1889, on 126 miles cro 
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ASSAM-BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
Poxxran Sxcrrox, 
Return of Traffic for week ended 27th April 1889, on 38 mites open. 
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-* FINANCIAL YEAR. © : 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Nalhati State ‘Railway. 











TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY 
Approximate Retern of Traffic for the week ending 4th May 1859, om 873 miles 
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Werkly Rotarnot Trallo Recelute on Indian Ballways 


Abnirast of ‘the Proceedings ‘of the Counsil of the Liewtenant-Governor of Bengal ~ 
assembled. for the purpose of muking Laws and Regulations under the provisions, 
of the Act of Parliament 24 and 25 Vic., cap. 67. 








Tak Council met atthe Council Chamber on Saturday, the-I1th May, 1889, 
‘3 ade ‘Bresett: "a 
Vhs: Sm Srevarr Conviy Barter, x.c.s.1., ci1.2., Lieutenant- 
A wvernor of Bengal, presiding. ah 
; oN’ ! Onannns PavL, K.0.L., Advocate. General. 
P, Nozaw. ‘ 
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and moved that the report be taken > consideration in 
ment of the clauses of the Bill. i se pase 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 4 Psi 
Tho Hoy'sut Sim Caantes Part also moved that the clauses of the Bill 
be considered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. ? 
‘The Motion was put and agreed to. — ; ae é 
The Hlow’are Sir Cranrces Paut also moved that in'line 17 of section 3, 
after the word ‘imprisonment’ the words ‘which may be. simple or rij ’ 
he inserted. He-said:—‘I find that the Actfor shortening the language 
of the Bengal Council does not, as the analogous Act of ‘fie Viceroy’s cil 
does, define the word ‘imprisonment;’ it is therefore necessary to add the 
words ‘simple or rigorous’ after ‘imprisonment.’ ” links 
The Motion was put and agreed to. f igs 
The Hon’ste Sm Cuarces Paun also moved that in oe 1 and 2 
‘of section 4, for the words ‘obstruction or’ the word ‘ fixed’ be) 
He said:—“'As the section stands it is not very grammatical; the|am ‘+: 
would inelude everything that is required.” 
The Motion was put and agreed to. * 


| 
The Hoy’ste Dr. Rast Brnaty | Guose moved that for clause 2) of 
section 3, the following proviso be substituted :—‘ Provided that nothing Ded 
contained shall a ply to acts done by any person in the exercise of a 
bond fide claim of right, or shall prevent any person from angling with a 
yod and line, or with a line only, in any portion of a navigable river.’ 
He said:— The amendment which stands in my name consists of two 
parts. The second part, which makes a concession in favour of the disciples 
‘of Isaac Walton, comes before the Council with the recommendation of the 
Select Committee in favour of it. I need not, therefore, say anything as 
regards this part of the amendment, except that, as we all know, the gentle art 
is practised more frequently for sport than for gain, and that at any rate y 
‘that 




























confining the right to navigable rivers we shall be well within the 
“minimis non curat lex. As regards that part of the amendment whi i 
‘nothing contained in the Act shall apply to acts done in the bond oY 
of aclaim of right,’ it will be euough to remind hon’ble members | 7 
formulates a well-known maxim—I had almost said axiom—in Crimi 

rudence: ‘There can be no offence, no crime, unless there is a, 
Pill only refer to a well-known text-book on this subj 
construction of Statutes—in which the result of the authorities 
© Mens rea, or & var mind is, with few exceptions, an essent 
‘constituting a breach of the criminal law; a statute, howev 
‘and unqualified it be in its language, is usually understood as 
‘ing that this element should be imported into it, unless a ¢ 

6 a.’ It may be said—indeed it has actually been 

introducing this proviso will be to render the whole law 

would therefore ouly ¢umber the Statute Book, without ev 

eM Bs ee who need this objection seem 
* claim of right is not the same thing as a mere preten: 

pose of avviding tue jurisdiction € the Magi vay” 0 







* on fairly reasonable grounds ; and although a man 


expression, have, in respect of a particular act, 


. im one sense may be said not to have acted 


clusion at which he had; 
seems to me that. A 
is substanti the same 
Penal Code; a yet 1 
Penal Code has not bee 


who are to 4 


on 


a aden vies of water. There may p 

Q 1 confined in a tank and fish in a river, but the dis- 

is one, is ly not in favour of a larger measure | 
given to the owners of fisheries in rivers, or in waters 
f neither reared nor preserved by the owners of the fisheries. 
Difficult questions of law are, moreover, sure to arise, I may here refor to an 
instanco which came a fow years ago within my experience. An action was 
1 ht hy a well-known landowner in the district of Rungpur to restrain 
rt his from fishing in a dheel: the tenants set up an imme- 
C custom under which they and their forefathers before them for several 
mong had been in the habit of fishing in the lake on a particular day in 
year. The case was heard by a Subordinate Judge of considerable 
| experience, and he came to the conclusion that the tenants were entitled to exer- 
eiso the right set up by them. The action was heard in appeal by a Distriet 
Judge, also of considerable experience, and he too came to the same conclusion. 
In appeal, however, to the High Court both these judgments were set aside 
jon tha ground that the right set up by the tenants was not recognised by the 
English law, and that there was no reason why the Courts in this country 
should refuse to follow the English law on the point. Now, if the amendment 
I propose is not carried, the result will bo this. These men, who thought they 
were not doing hing wrong in exercising the right of fishing, and who 
might well be loned for thinking so, seeing that the Subordinate Judge and 
the District Judge were also of that opinion, would be punishable as criminals, 
I submit that it ought riot to be so: and that, as soon as the Magistrate is 
satisfied that there are reasonable grounds forthe claim set up, he ought to 
hold ‘his hands and leave the matter to be decided by the ordinary civil 
tribunals. Another objection has been suggested to the amendment’ which 
I will notice, and that is this—that it is not necessary to have an amendment 
of this kind, because no Criminal Court will punish a man who made out a 
ond fide claim of right. 1 will only say in answer to this objection that it 
only shows that the amendment, although sound in principle, is superfluous and 
» But I think that, although no doubt in olden times the Judges 
used to take a great deal of liberty with Acts of Parliament, when the art of 
ip was in a rudimentary state, it would now be a very strong thing 
a Judge or istrate to say that, although an Act says that a man who 
without peng legally entitled to fish in certain waters, fished in them, is liable to 
i ¢ must not be punished because we must not impute to the Legis« 
n intention to ish bond side mistakes. I think that, when we have 
a written law, the whole of the law ought to be contained in the Statute, and 
no one should be allowed to set at naught the intention of the Legislature 
by referring to some unwritten rule of construction drawn from books of reports 

; at.least in Mngland, over more than five hundred years, not to sa: 

the perplexity occasionally caused by conflicting decisions. Wit 

observations I nove the amendment which stands in my name.” — 


Mn. Arten said:—“ Tt appears to me that this question is 
ical bearing. The Bill is a Bill for the protection of the 
vate waters, and I suppose the hon’ble member will 
amendment is likely to assist in the protecting private 
is rather in derogation of the general objects of the Act 
the tail of section 3 of the Bill, the first clause of which 


fishes in any private waters, not having a right to 
of iataes!: and then comes the amendment, 
herein contained shall apply to acts done by any 
claim of right.’ It seems to me that the 
lly from the effect of Casal i 

by making it a cri 
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rights, I think the amendment is perfectly unnecessary. It is a principle 
underlying all criminal jurisprudence that, where there is a bond Side claim. of 
right, the jutisdiction of the. Criminal Courts is ousted. But the introduction 
of this amendment into tho Bill is likely to havo, not a bond fide effect, but on 
tho contrary is likely to afford additional excuses for Magistrates to throw off 
their own hands, work which must form an excoodingly ‘isagreeible duty, 
Nothing can be more troublesome than those questions of criminal trespass, and 
such like, where the contending partics aro disputing about interests In land or 
water. It is not the caso that Magistrates are eager to grasp at jurisdiction 
improperly. As the result of my sperience, I should say Magistrates are only 
too ready to refer parties on any possible pretence to the Civil Court. ‘The rea! 
objoct of this Bill is to provide a speedy and inoxpensive modo of obtaining 
pellroee against a class of people against whom civil suits are practically value- 
less. Those’ who fish without p ug aright are not people of substance—- 
gomindars or others: on the contrary, they arc nocturna wanderers, machwars, 
and the like, who for the most pat make their livelihood by such forms of 
trespass, and it is necessary that there should be a speedy moans of redress, 
and what is the redress given? It isa fine of Rs. 50—call it, not a fino bat 
damages; and what is there to object to? The Magistrate is just as likely to do 
justice in such eases ax a Munsif, und more so, because he is not trammelled 
by a Code containing over six hundred sections to guide his procedure. There- 
fore it appears te me that, as a protection of bond fide rights, this amendment is 
not necessary. Claims of right are already recognised, but the introduction of 
this amendment may have the effect of neutralising the whole Act.” 


The Hoy'rtr Mr Noxay said:— Mr. President, the hon’ble member who 
moved this amendwent. did so in a speech so full and lucid that it is quite un- 
necessary that I should attempt to give him the support which, as the onk 
person who acted with him on the Sclect Committee, I feel ‘bound to afford, 
otherwise than by removing any inisapprehensjon as to the facts of the case 
which may have been croated by the last speaker. As that speaker remarked, 
this is a practical question, and in dealing with such questions it is above all 
things desirable that we should clearly undorstand the facts. ‘I'he hon’ble 
member has informed us that the person’ who will be prosecuted under this Bill 
are nocturnal wanderers, who make a livelihood by poaching on fishcries bolong- 
ing to others ; and if this were & correct statement, little importance 
would attach to the umendment. It will not, as the hon'ble member scems 
to suppose, enable such wanderers to escape the consequences of their trespass, 
for under it they will be required, not merely to set up a colourable 
title, such as the jealousy of the law has made a sufficient defence in 
England, but to establish to the satisfaction of the Magistrate that thi 
have a dond fide claim to the fishery, the burden of proof will rest on their 
shoulders, and, poor poachers as they are, they will be altogether unable 
to make out a right to the satisfaction of a Court. In regard to them, if 
any such men there be, the amendment can do neither harm nor good; to 
their cirenmstances it is simply irrelevant. But the papers showing the origin 
of the Bill contain no reference to such wanderers, and the decided cases regard 
a class of persons eltogether different. The wholo bearing of the Bill, and 
the importunce attributed to this amendment, will be misunderstood unless 
we turn our attention from casual trespasses to concentrate it on the disputes 
which everywhere exist as to the rights of fishery exercised in Bengal. In 
illustration of these rights I may refer to the great Chandpore Julhan in 
‘Vipperah, as to which Government has recorded a Resolution :— 


Pino Sudder Court, ina decision of September 1859, pronounood that thd bést right made 
out to this julkar (which is there described as not ‘above the ebbing and flowing of tho 
tide’ and as ‘an arm of the sea, ’) was that of the public, In the face of this decision it 
is impossiblo for the Government to make over the fishery to any individuals to the exclusion 
of tho public generally. The Government is now bound to do all in its power to tire 
open the fisiery as a common right to the public, and to take care, as the guardian “ef ‘tho 
public interests, thnt it is not monopolised by any single individual or party.’ : 

important 



























“This is no isolated instance of the existence of public rights in int 
fisheries, over which individuals dosire to establish a monopoly. ‘The 
valuable fisheries in Bengal are those in tidal rivers, and it has always’ 4 
policy of Government to keep these open, free of any rent ar revenne, for 
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common use of all. Claims to a monopoly have, indeed, been advanced from 
time to time by the owners of neighbouring estates, but those are enerally 
regarded as invalid, and are not enforced in practice. Leaving the great 
rivers, to consider the atate of things on our principal lakes, I find that, in 
the opinion of the’ local officers, no monopoly of fishing rights has ever been 
granted jn the well-known Chilka inland water, the largest and most valuable of 
the province. , In the open waters of that lake the fishing is in practico free, 
while in the creeks and inlets exclusive rights aro claimed, but disputed, so 
that there has been much friction, and no little litigation. As to the minor 
pools, I will read an extract from a loiter which I received yesterday from a 
manager in charge, on behalf of the Court of Wards, of the largest estate in 
Bengal, a public servant of unrivalled experience : ~. 

“Judging from my knowledge gathered from an intimate acquaintance with the districts 

of Purneah, inagepur, Maldah, Shagulpur and Rajshahye, 1 can say that a very woll- 
defined oustomary right to fish in yheols and other pices of private waters does exi st 
which every villager is cognisant of, and has exercised hitherto without let or hindrance year 
by year. ‘The castom I allude to is that, which permite any villager residiag within the 
mouzah in which w jheel may be situate to fish in that particular jhee? between the date 
of the Holi festival and the date when the first flow of new wator from the river enters tha 
jheel. This Tight, whether it bo one enforceable by the law or not, is probably older thaa 
the timos in which the zemindar was created and became the possessor of the land; and. 
might in point of antiquity ond uninterrapted user bo fitly compared with the rights of 
common, and similar privileges, preserved by law to the poorer inhabitents of a parish in 
England.” 
“But the evidence most appropriate to the present occasion is that afforded by 
the abstract of decided cases laid before this Council when the Bill was 
introduced. In the first of these cases the prosecutor could not prove that 
he had proprictory rights; the second regarded what is described as a disputed 
fishery ; to the third, which runs as follows, I would draw your special atten- 
tion:— 

‘A and B assorted their proscriptive right to fish in a lake free of rent, and C had failed 
to establish the relationship of landlord and tenant in a auit brought by him under Act X of 
1859 to get rent from them. 

‘Glover J. held that to convict A and others under section 441 of the Penal Code, it must 

be shown that they entered upon property in the possession of C with intant to commit an 
offence. The clement of intention was wanting. A and others asserted, and had all along 
asserted, a presoriptive right to fish in the Jake without the payment of ‘rent, Considering 
that thoy had vindicated their claims and hud a right to fish as they had done before, and 
that they were acting Doni fide, and not excooding their eupposod privileges, C's notices 
warning thom not to fish, did not change the state of affairs so fur as suction 441 was con. 
cerned, and that therefore there could be no conviction for eriminal trespass,’ 
“Tamight cite other cases from tho abstract, but it is enough to add that none of 
them contain any reference to trespass by mere wanderers, and that, taken as a 
wholo, they establish with perfect clearness the fact that this Bill owes its ori« 
gin to prosecutions in many of which the alleged proprictor of the fishcry could 
show no right to the monopoly he claimed, and the alleged thicf or trespasser 
waa un honest fishermen shine his trade openly, and in good faith, in waters 
where he had, or belioved that he had, a legal title to fish. 

“Tt is with reference to theso facts that the umendment has been framed, 
for the protection of fishermen exercising genuine rights, against persons 
attempting to establish a monopoly without a title, or on a doubtful title. 
And, the circumstances once understood, I am ina position to givo an assyred 
reply to the assertion of the hon’ble member on my right (Mr. Allon) that 
the ‘adoption of the present proposal is not consistent with the principle of 
8 Bill for the protection of rightsin fisheries. On the contrary, the amend- 
ment is necessary if such rights, in thcir mst useful form, that is to 
say, when appertaining to the actual fishermen, are to be protected from 

jation.and encroachment. Jt is by no means fair to such men that they 

d. be-compelled to defend their ancient privileges from the duck, before 
courts gcoustomed to deal only with alleged criminals. I cannot for » moment 
beliavo. that this Council will subsoribe to tho opinion of the hon’ble member, 
that. guph, Magiateates will decide better as to complicated quextions as to the 
A moOROE lyin open waters, or of “easements over private waters 
ery dae ‘the operation of the’ Civil Procedure Code, which has, 
‘sibite details. so.as to provide adequate safeguards for the 
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‘Tho hon'ble momber states it, as a general principle of all law, that 9 
person acting Jond fide cannot be subject to pengl consequences 5 andhe considers 
that the magisterial courts of this province are inclined to push this doctrine to 
extremes. Those statements are relevant ouly if wé are prepared to sey that 
the principle in question is so univorsally accepted that any special provision in 

enal laws to make it clear that the acts for which they provide punishment must 

6 committed wilfully, maliciously, or dishonostly, is unnogessary ghd syper, 
fluous. Now that, Sir, is a view opposed to all approved practice. in Grafting 
laws, whether for England or for India. For instance, the English statute 
on this subject limits the offonce to thoso who fish unlawfully and wilfully ; 
the Indian law now applicable to stealing fish from tanks provides that the act 
must be committed dixhonestly, and proceeds to explain that this means, with the 
intention of causing wrongful loss or wrongful gain. Are we to override 
precedent by’ providing a punishment for tho mere deed, without reference 
to the intention, without any statutory safeguard for the protection of those 
who act in good faith? It is true that if we do so the highest court of 
the province may eventually supply the deficienvy, reading the general 
principles which should have guided us in legislation into the curt provi- 
sion of the Bill as it stands, that ‘any person who fishes in any private 
water not having a right to fish therein shall be guilty of an offence,’ 
But wo would abundon our proper functions were we to trust the exemption, 
of the innocent from penalties uf our own creation to such a contingency. 
It is our plain duty in this matter to say what we mean, and if we desire that. 
the amendment shall in fact be operative, to pass it as part of the law. 
That all Magistrates, of all classes, are unduly disposed to acquit persons 
accused of such offences is a proposition startling from its novelty. I will ask 
the Council to decide it, not on my expericnce, or on that of the hon’ble 
member, but on the evidence of the cases in the summary before them, which 
is little more than the account of a series of improper convictions. 

“In conclusion, I must express ahope that the hon’Lle and learned member 
in charge of this Bill (with which my connection is that only of a member of 
this Council) will be able to accept the amendment, which is identieal 
with a recommendation which he himself made to Government at an earl 
stage in the preparation of this measure. ‘I'he law passed will then be uaeful, 
as affording protection to real proprietors against wilful trespassers, without 
giving to those desirous of establishing a monopoly of the right of fishing in 
public waters a woapon for attack on industrious fishermen exercising their, 
rights, according to law and’immemorial custom.” 


The How’s.e Six Henry Harrtson said :—“ I must say I entirely coneur with 
the learned Legal Remembrancer that this amendment will go very far, 
if not entarely, to neutralise the effect of the law, and that the arguments 
which were chiefly used in support of it, if carefully analysed, are more or lesg 
wide of the mark. The very first argument which the hon’ble member. 
opposite (Mx. Nolan) adduced showed that, in the large rivers of Bengal, 

ere was a right of fishing; but it did not noed a provision of this kind to give: 
the fullest possible security to those who chose to exercise it. ‘Private 
fishery’ is defined in the Bill to mean private waters in which any person. has 
an exclusive right of fishery, andin which fish are not confined; but have means 
of ingress or ogress. Consequently, if there is any possible question whether 
there is a right of fishing, it ix perfectly. plain that the proseeution must 
prove completely that there is an exclusive right of fishery. So far ae such’ 
claims exist, they will have the amplest means of asserting themselyes. Then: 
as regards the injastice of criminally punishing a person who acts bend yide, it 
can hardly be said that under-this Bill a man will be.punished oriminally in aay: 
real sense of the word. The object is only to. give Sais: prokentson:te: sf 
which exist. The person punished is not, really in danger of being sent to 
merely because under a ond fide error ho is infringing another-man’s 1 
If a person does make a mistake of that kind, possibly. it might-seam, « “ve 
dangerous doctrine, but it seemed to the. that:n0- r 
would be done if he pers Bnet a rupee for his mistake, : 
important point is this:—It is said that tho. Mugisteates loowion: 
bond fides with very great suspicion, That ads ane Mg etpeteonea 
which occurred in Calcutta, would go tay to-illusteate-thie, Mo oct, it: 
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is authorised to carry on a market without & licsnse, except in the case of 
the older markets which require only to be registered. The owner of a market 
having a quarrel with a neighbour, thought he would annoy his friend b 
removing the fish stalls in his market, and placing them direct to the sou 
of bis friend’s house, ‘and giving him the benefit of all the stench from the fish; 
and he did go. On this the person thus injured brought the matter before the 
Commissioners, and en looking up the market license it was clearly seen that 
the fish staljs were to be in another placa; so the license was withheld until 
the fish stalls were brought back to the place where they were originally 
intended to be. The owner of the market refused to remove the fish stalls, 
and the first:time the municipality prosccuted for holding a market without @ 
license, the defender got off on the plea that he had his municipal license-tax. 
As the offence continued, the Commissioners again prosecuted, drawing attention 
to the legal objection which they knew was invalid, and asked for a summons, 
so as to have the point of law determined. The summons was granted by the 
Stipendiary Magistrate, who overruled the objection, andthe hearing was again 
before the Hodovaiy Magistrates. ‘The case ran a marvellous course, and though 
the simplest possible, it was postponed from week to week. At last, in a moment 
of inspiration, it struck the market-owner’s pleader to urgo that his client had 
throughout acted dond jide—a plea which was instantly aceepted, and the case 
dismissed.” 

’ The How’aie Mr. Moore said—“TI believe Lam the only person present 
wha signed the original memorial to your Honour, which is the origin of the 
production of this Bill. I am not personally interested in the question, but acted 
on behalf of a gentleman who is largely interested in julkur rights, and I there- 
fore wish gencrally to express my view without entering into special arguments. 
The memorialists prayed for legislation to make criminal this offence against 

rivate rights, which the existing law failed to do. ‘This Bill was drawn, and 
it was a sound and healthy one as originally submitted to us. But the ereators 
of it have since apparently got frightened at what their healthy young infant 
may propagate, and now deliberately propose to submit it to a process of 
emasculation. Now, I object to this altogether. I cannot follow the mover 
of the amendment in his sentimental pleas not to prosecute certain offenders 
criminally, and it scems to me he makes them a direct invitation to weave 
yerty little romances to condone their offences. 1 wish to preserve for this 

ill {ts pristine vigour, and I therefore intend tv vote against the amendment, 
and I sincerely hope it will be lost.” 





The How’srz Sir Cartes Paut said—“I think thore is some miscon- 
ception: ae to the effect of this section. The last speaker scemed to think 
that the introduction of this section would altogether emasculate the Bill. 

that I understand him to mean that in every caso there will be a plea 
of bond. fide claim set up, and that the plea is sure to succeed. If that should 
bo the result of the amendment, we should stultify ourselves, if we accepted 
it. Butt is quite obvious that that cannot be the case. In the case of the 
marauders referred to by the Hon’bie Mr. Allen, they would not have the effron- 
tery to come before the Court with a bond fide claim of right. The question, 
however, is not altogether free from difficulty. The section says—‘ An 
person: who fishes ih any private waters, not having aright to fish therein.’ 
That requires the Magistrate to try and punish as an offence what is essen: 
tially a civil matter. That being so, if the Magistrate were capable by learning 
and oxperienca to decide a difficult question of right, and his decision when 
®ppealed against and upheld by the High Court resuited in finality, I should 
be free, to.:admit. that the Bill should be allowed to stand without amendment. 
Bat unfortunately there can be no. such finality, because either party will 
be. abla to: ne-agitate the same matter in the Civil Court. The Magistrate 
might: thus trey a case, and his decision might be confirmed in appeal, and 
Yat the. whole: matter might’ be taken up to the Civil Court. ‘Therefore 
When,2 case ie; brought which clearly shows that a man has a right which 
ho.may feirly.put. forward ina civil suit, it seeras necessary and just that it 
should ent: fastherin a Magistrate’s Court. In order to make my 
3 Lueball give ‘en illustration to show that there may be cascs’ 
the Mesisuate dhanlAnat try, Suppose ina: navigable’ river X has w right to 
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fish from point A to point B, and Y hasa right to fish from B to C, and the 

uestion arises from where the line from B is to be drawn. X says it should be 
drawn from a certain point ; Y says it should be drawn from a certain other point; 
and thus a boundary dispute arises. The Magistrate would then have to try'a 
boundary dispute. ~ It would not, in my opiuion, be proper for the Magistrate 
to have to try a boundary dispute of that sort, and it would be ugjust to the 
man who produces fifty witnesses to say that he has always regarded the par- 
ticular place as within his,boundary, that he should be punished by the 
Magistrato for fishing within that boundary. It cannot be an offence to do on 
one particular day what man has done for twenty-five years in the bond fide 
belief that he had the right to do so. 1 think the arguments in favour of the 
amendment are so strong, and have been so lucidly and ably stated by the 
hon’ble mover of the amendment, that anything I might say might rathtr detract 
from their force than add to them. I therefore support the amendment.” 


The Hon’puz Dr. Rast Benary Guose said in reply :— It was said by 
the learned member who spoke first in opposition to my amendment that this 
-was a Bill for the protection of private fisheries, and an amendment like this 
cannot therefore have any place in the present Bill. Now, the Indian Penal 
Code, I take it, is a Code enacted for the protection, amongst other things, of 
rights of private property. That Code says that if you take property from 
another it is theft; but it also says that it is not theft if you take it bond fide 
in the honest belief that you are entitled to it. Then it was said that the 
offence dealt with by this Bul may be called a crime; but what is the penalty ?— 
only a paltry fine of Rs, 50, That may be a paltry amount to somo of us: but 
we have been told that the people against whom the Bill is directed are poor, 
and that it will be impossible to recover any damages from them. That may be 
their misfortune: but I think a fine of ks. 50 on a poor man means imprison- 
ment in default of payment of the fine. I take it therefore that the punishment is 
a substantial punishment. Then it is said—Oh! but everybody will plead bond 
fides. It is not, however, what everybody may choose to plead, or even what 
everybody believes, that will decide the fate of the prosccution. The fate of 
tho prosecution will be determined by the judgment of the Magistrate on the 
question whether there are, or there are not, reasonable grounds for the claim 
which has been set up; and I take it that in passing a law like this, and arming 
the Magistrate with authority to punish the offender under this Act, we ought 
to proceed on the assumption that the gentlemen who will be called upon to 
exercise such anthority are fairly competent for the discharge of their duties. 
Then the last argument of the hon’ble member seems to me altogether to 
destroy the force of what he had previously said. He said the administration 
of criminal justice proceeds upon the assumption that a man is not a criminal 
if he acted in good faith, or in the belief that he was entitled to do what he is 
charged with having unlawfully done. If that is so, where is the harm of 
putting in this clause in the statute itself? Ono may admire codification with 
its beautiful simplicity; one may ulso admire case-law with its remarkable 
elasticity, but I do submit that one cannot fecl much admiration for a hybrid 
amalgamation of code law and case law where you have to find out tho law, 
not from the statute itself, but partly from the statute and partly from the 
reported and unreported utterances of English and Indian Judges. That is a 
principle which I do submit is certainly not desirable. ‘Then, again, something 
was said by the other hon’ble members who spoke—at least by one hon’ble 
member, s0 far as I remember—as to my objection being purely of a, sentimental 
character. 1 submit that it is not so: and even if it wore, the hon’ble member 
seems to forget that the administration of the criminal law is founded om the 
rules of morality, and ought not to be in habitual conflict with the get 
moral sentiments of the people. It has been said that you cannot make'the: 
squire and the labourer ‘aks the same view of the offence of poaching: an 
think there may very well be a distinction between fish confined in @ 
and fish enjoying their natural liberty in navigable rivers~at least: in 
not trained to the approciation of subtle or hidden analogies, ' We all 
what Sydney Smith said of the difference between: poultry and ‘partridges' 
difference certainly isnot less marked here. I admit there isarightot prop 
unconfined fish : the Bill acknowledges it and protects it ;;but Lgubmit it ww, 
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ing too far if you were to punish those who, as one hon’ble member stated to 
te uncil, had’ been in the habit of cnjoying customary rights for generations, 
in happy ignorance of Gateward’s case; the practical result, as those who 
have any experience of Indian litigants and their ways are well aware, would 
be simply to deter these people from exercising their ancient rights. Let it 
be fought out in the proper court, if it has to be fought out at all, namely, the 
civil court, ,but the terrors of the criminal law must not be called in aid to deter 
these people, humbl8 and poor, and generally without the means of defending 
themselves properly, from exercising their rights until the civil court shall have 
pronounced its decision.” 


The Motion being put, the Council divided :— 


Ayes 6. Noes 5. : 
The Hon’blo Dr. Rash Behary Ghose. The Hon’ble Raja Rameshwar Siugh, 
‘The Hon’ble Shahzada Mahommed Bahadur. 
Farrokh Shah. The Hon'ble C. H. Moore, 
‘The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar. The Hon’ble Sir Alfred Croft. 
The Hon’ble P, Nolan. The Hon’blo Sir Henry JLurrison, 
The Hon'ble Sir'Charles Paul. The Hon’ble T. f. Allen. 


‘His Honour tho President. | 
So the Motion was carricd. 


MUHAMMADAN BURIAL BOARD'S BILL. 


The Hon’ste Srr Heyry Uarrtson presented the report of the Select 
Committee on the Bill to provide for the appointment of a Muhammadan Burial 
Board in Calcutta, and moved that the report be taken into consideration in 
order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill. 


The How’ste Mr. Auten said— Hon'ble members will be aware that 
I declined to sign this report, and the ground on which I did so was purely 
one of order. It appeared to me that the hon’ble member in charge of the 
Bill had induced thc Committee to violate the standing rules which regulate 
the conduct of business in this Council, and it would be highly improper to 
allow such violation to pass unnoticed. The first rule on the subject of legisla- 
tion is, that no bill cau be brought into Council without the leave of the Council 
asked on motion and obtained, and after the leaveis obtained, and at the time 
of introducing it, the member in charge of the Bill is to submit a full statement 
of the objects and reasons of the Bill. Subsequently the Bill, so accompanied, 
is made over tothe Select Committee to report,and one rule says thatit shall be 
the duty of the Committee to revise the Bill, clause by clauso, and to recommend 
any amendments therein that may tothem seem advisable. Thereis no authority 
given to the Select Committee to go beyond the purport of the Bill which 
the Council has submitted ta it for report, and it is only sofar as the Bill that 
has teen submitted to the Committee goes that the Committee are justified 
in making changes. To add to the Bill substantially, to introduce objects 
which are not covered by the Bill as introduced to the Council and az submitted 
to the Committee for repurt, is, [ contend, entirely beyond the functions of the 
Select Committee. Now, applying this principle to tho prosent case, the Bill 
which the hon’ble member applied for leave to introduce into the Council was , 
iaely @ Bill to provide a Mubammadan Burial Board for Caleutta. That was 
the Bill which was made over to the Select Committee for report, and it was 
only in respect of that Bill, and within the scope of that Bill, that the Committee 
any, functichs whatever. But the hon’ble member in charge induced 
the Committee to make a substantial addition to the Muhammadan Burial Board. 
He has induced the Committee to add a section to the Bill which calls 
into’ existence ‘a second Board, of which no mention was made when he 
ukedieave. to introduce the Bill, or in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
vhich accotapanied the Bill. . This new Board is not tho fag end of the Muham-* 
nadan B after the Muhammadan members have withdrawn, in which case 
' ig: Aopen -held. soveed by the eal ae introduced, but is to hare a 
90. it lent aktoyether of the previous of the Bill. 
i page of the lest: section Fhiah ‘ES toe addad 
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to the Bill. This Burial Board has no name, and the wording has been most 
ingeniously arranged, so as to conceal the significance of the addition to a 
largo extont, so that one might suppose that it was a sort of emanation from 
the Bill ag it was referred to the Select Committee. But it is in fact an 
entirely new Board which the Licutenant Governor may charge with func. 
tions outside those of the Muhammadan Burial Board. This second Board 
is to have quite as independent n legal existence as the Muhammadan Burial 
Board. No name has been given to it, but [ suppose it ought to be talled the 
Baishnaba Burial Bourd, because those are for the most part the Hindus who 
would be affected hy it. I submit that the Select Committee had no authority to 
create a Baishnaba Burial Board; they got no authority from the Couneil to do 
so, and there has been no proper opportunity for those who are interested in 
the measure to consider it. But as to the substance of the addition to the Bill 
I don’t speak at present. I simply contend that the Committee are nut at 
liberty to add in any way substantially to the purport of the Bill committed 
to them. These are the reasons which have led mo to decline to sign the 
report of the Sclect Committee, and it is for the Council to consider whether 
it will consent to have its rules of business set at naught by any member 
who may be in charge of a Bill, or whether it will insist that the hon’ble 
member shall master his facts and fix in his mind beforehand the whole scope 
and objects of the Bill before he comes to this Council for leave to introduce it, 
and not allow deficiency in scope to be patched up in the Select Con:mittee. 
T submit that when rules for the conduct of business have been passed a rigid 
adherence to those rules should be observed. I think this is a case in which 
we should be careful to prevent the introduction of the thin edge of the wedge, 
although I must say that this is a case in which the hon’ble member has 
not attempted so much to introduce the thin edge as the broad edge.” 








The ow'’nte rag Prrstnenr said:—“ 1t may help mattors, and at all events 
influence the course of the debate, if I put before you one or two considerations 
which occur to me. I don’t think it necessary at the present stage to go into 
the substantive question. We have heard the brilliant attack which the Hon’ble 
the Legal Remembrancer has made on the mover of this Bill, and we eannot 
help recognising his eagerness tu uphold to the strictest letter, the rules of the 
Council. “But Lam bound to add that he has not cnded with any substantive 
motion; he has not proposed ax an amendment that we should not Jreeet 
with the Bill, and has not given any assistance whatever towards the decision 
of the question, what we shall do next. Suppose the hon’ble member’s view is 
correct, that the Committee has behaved very improperly, there were no pains 
and pennies provided for them, and the Council, so far as he is concerned, will 
simply be ata dead lock. Therefore what 1 have to say is, that in discussing 
the motion that the report of the Select Committee be considered, 1 shall*be 
much vbliged if those members of the Council who take the same view as 
the Hon’ble the Legal Remoembrancer of the impropriety of the Committee's’ 
conduct will indicate the course with reference to the progress of the Bill which 
they wish tu see adopted.” 












The Hoy’sse Dr. Rasn Benart Guose said—“I find that. rule 5 provides that 
when the report of the Sclect Committee is taken into consideration it may ba 
moved that tho clauses of the bill be considered for settlement in the form 
recommended by the Committec. 

+ “Tho course therefore for the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill will be 
to move that clauses of the Bill be considered for settloment in the form recom- 
mended by the Sclect Committee, and if that motion is made and ngt affirmed, 
then the clauses must be considered for settlement as they stood when the 
Bill was read in Council.” Fook 


The Hoy’str Str Heyry Hawnison said :—‘ The motion before the ee | 
was that the report of the Select Committee be tuken into consideration. Unita: 
that was affirmed he could not go on with the next motion. He had nothing’ 
further to say except this, that the Hon'ble the Legal Remembrancer was i 
upon the Select Committee in order that they might have the benefit 
vice, and he thought that instead of ubsenting melt frow the last 
meeting, he might have remained and pointed the objections ‘he had: 
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Instead of doing so, he.muttered something sbout breaking the rules and left the 
room. Substantially the Committee had made no change at all ; substantially the 
Bill provides @ machinery for the better management of these public Muhamma- * 
dan cemeteries in-which at present there were no means of looking after inter- 
ments, Portions of these Mubammadan cemeteries, in somo cases by express 
arrangement in the most formal manner possible, in other cases by custom, were 
set apart for Hindus. It was understood when bringing in tho Bill that a 
Muhammadan Burial, Board would have looked after all these interments, and 
there was no reason to apprehend that they would pave any objection, nor that 
the Vaishnavs, who bury their dead in these cemeteries, would put forward any 
objection. But the Committee were informed on very good authority, by one of 
their own colleagues, that a Muhammadan Burial Board would object to be 
charged with that duty, and wo were therefore placed in a difficulty, There 
wore certain pieces of ground quite a8 insanitary as those for the burial of Muham- 
madans which were sot apart for Vaishnavs and other castes, and a Mahammadan 
Burial Board refusing to take charge of them. What was to be donc? Was the 
difficulty to be shirked? The Cowmittce thought it best to separate these pices 
of ground from the Schedule, and let the official members of the Board take 
charge of them. Whether in so doing they had teclnicaily exceeded their 
power or not. it would be difficult to show any better or simpler escape trom 
the dilemma.” 


The Hon’ste Dr. Manenpra Lan Smear said :— The Bill, it must be 
admitted, as it has been amended by the Select Committee, is a different 
Kill from that which had been originally introduced, and on that ground 
the Hon’ble the Legal Remembrancer objected to it. I thought at the time 
that a change in the title of the Lill would meet his objection, and accord. 
ingly a chango in the title has been made by tho Committee. I now beg 
to submit that a chango in the short title of the Act might satisfy the hon’ble 
member; 1 would, therefore, suggest that instead of calling it ‘the Mahomedan 
Burial Boards Act,’ it might be culled ‘Lhe Non-Christian Burial Boards Act?” 


The How're Mr. Auven said:— May I, Sir, beallowed to offer an oxplana- 
tion. I have not been able to hear what he said for myself, but from my neigh- 
bour,.the member on my left, [ understand the hon’ble member in charge of the 
Bill has said that the Select Gommittee had fallen into the dilemma because 
1 had uot attended the meeting of the Committee, I to inform the 
Council that I was present at the meeting of the Committee which was formally 
called, and when [ found the hon’ble member throwing out feclers in the direc 
tion he has subsequently worked, I distinctly pulled him up several times, 
pointing out that the Bill was a Bill for the appointment of a Muhammadan Burial 

oard and nothing more, After the last meeting of the Council, and without 
any formal notice, I was informed that the hon’blo member wished to take 
further measures in that direction, and I distinctly told the hon’ble member who 
Las just spoken that the thing could not be done. Tho hon’ble member oppo- 
site, who specially represents the Mul:anmadans, was sitting next to the hon’ble 
inember in charge of the Bill, and I pointed out to them both distinctly that the 
Bill was a Bill fora Mubammadan Burial Board and nothing more; that if he had 
contemplated the introduction of u section such as that which had been added to 
the Bill, he should haveintroduced a Bill for a Muhammadan and Chamar Burial 
Board. I repeatedly pressed it upon him thatho could not proceed in that way,. 
and [pcinted out to him that the only way open to him was either to give up this 
additional and independent Burial Board or to introduce a supplementary Bill 
for the purpoge:,so that, in fact, there was no want of pressing my views on the 
Committee, and the blunder, if a blunder it be, which the hon’blc member has 
fallen into, is a blunder into which he has deliberately and consciously fallen.” 


‘The Hon’siz Siz Henry Harrison said : — His memory differed materially 
as regards the Hon'ble Legal Remembrancer’s action. LHe, no doubt, showed 
great powi lingeess to consider the amendments, but his objections, instead of 
being olear end definite, and referring to rulo and chapter as to-day, were enig- 
tratioal ‘and idurt in the extreme. hy could be not stay five minutes and 

ata fas be had done to-day? Certainly no specifio rules of the 
Coundil rete ever,referred ‘to. by him in the Belect Committee.” 
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The How’sts Sim Cnares Pavt said—“It strikes me that what has 
occurred is the result of that which has come to light in the course of investi- 
gation. I do not think that if the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill had 
anticipated the difficulty which hes arisen, he would not have provided for it 
in the Bill which he introduced. But, in the course of the discussions 
which took place in Committee it turned out that a Muliammadan Burial 
Board would not deal with that portion of a Muhammadan burial ground 
jn which Hindus were buried, and that being so, thero wag a diffichlty to be 
met, and the member in chargo of the Bill dealt with that difficulty, and the 
outcome has been the insertion of clauses (sections 6 and 14) which, I must 
say, contain sumething beyond what was contained in the Bill as it was 
introduced, as not only are certain burial rounds excluded from the Schedule, 
but new matter introduced into the Bill. I think the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Harrison should now ask leave to introduce a Bill with those additional clauses, 
that the rules shoufd be suspended, and that the Bill should then be read 
in Council and referred to the Select Committee at once and reported upon 
next week. It would involve a weck’s delay if the objection is persevored in.” 


Ly 3) 





The Hon’stz Siz Aurrep Crort said:—“ The Statement of Objects and 
Reasons which accompanied this Bill referred, of course, to Muhammadan burial 
grounds chiefly, but the actual wording is—‘ cemeteries and burial grounds in 
the neighbourhood of Calcutta which have hitherto been under no adequate 
control or supervision This especially applies to the public cemeteries in 
which large numbers are annually interred. If, then, you raise the mere 
formal question whether the inclusion of a new section and an addition to 
the title are consistent with the directions given to the Select Committee, I 
doubt whether thero is anything in the Statement of Objects and Reasons which 
is opposed to that view. But, passing beyond the question of form te the 
merits of the case, | would point out that the Select Committce had to make a 
report. In what terms was that report to be couched ? Lt was elicited in the 
course of the discussions in Committee that for years past certain portions of 
the Muhammadan burial grounds had been used for the burial of other persons, 
and we were informed that a kind of prescriptive right had been ostablished. 
It was impossible to iguore facts of this kind, end the Committee had to provide 
in the best way they could for the new circumstances they found to exist. They 
could only do so by a material alteration in the form of the Bill. Iut it also 
seems to me that the action of the Sclect Committee involves the Council in no 
difficulty. The case is fully met by clause (8) of Rule XV, which provides 
that, ‘if after settlemont of the clauses the Bill differs materially upon an 
important point from the form in which it was read in Council ‘and published, 
it may be again spabliched as amended, and reconsidered after such time as the 
Council may order.’ As it appears to me that there has Deon a substantial 
change in the Bill, that, I think, should be the course which should be adopted.” 








The Hoy’nur tHE Presipenr said:—‘ I take it that the error in form which 
has been pointed out is ona which the Council are perfectly able to condony if 
they like, and that there is no kind of objection, if we think fit, to our taking the 
Bill into consideration in the form in which the Select Committee has submitted 
it. I quite agree that, as far as this is a new Bill, the Council would be wro: 
to pass it witliout taking advantage of clause 8 of the rule and putting’ it ‘for 
another term before the public; but I do not think we are precluded: from 
taking it into consideration as it stands.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hoy’nte Sir Henny Tarrisoy also moved that the clauses of the’ Bill 
be considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committed’ 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Hoy’nie Si Henny Harrison also moved that in the preamble: 
Pill the words ‘and for the interment of persons other than Chei 


Muhaummadans’ be inserted after the words ‘Muhammadan burial. 
that the short title of the Act he omitted from section 1. me 


‘The Motions were put and agreed to. 
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4 The Hoy’sie Siz Henry Harrrvon seid—* The next motion which stands in 
my name is tu move the passing of the Bill, but after the discussion which has 
taken place, to do so may have the appearance of hasty legislation, and I 
ask leave to move instead that the Bill, as amended, be republished for not less 
than one month. | The last clause‘of the Bill would admit of placing such burial 
grounds as the Chinese and Jewish burial grounds under this new Board, and 
although this is not definitely contemplated it is desirable to ascertain whether 
these bodies havé uny objection to this Bill, On that ground itis very desirable 
to republish the Bill, so that, if these bodi:s-protest against auy interference 
with their cemeteries, the wording of the section can be ultered.” 





Tho Motion was put and agreed to. 





PROPOSED CENTRAL LOAD FROM THE WOWRAH BRIDGE 
TO THE SEALDAIT RAILWAY STATICN. 

The Hoy’sie Sir [Les T{annison moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
enablo the Commissioners for making Improvements in the Port of Caleutta to 
lend the Corporation of Culeutta a sum of money, Ie said :—** As the objects 
of this Bill have been sufficiently explained, aud as the subject is one which has 
been much discussed in public, it is not necessary for me to say more than that 
this Bill is in aid of the cor stion of the new road from the Howrah Bridge 
to Sealdah, which the Municipal Commis-isners have decided to construct.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 


















The Hov’ste Sir Hexny Jaron applicd to the President to suspend 
the Rules fur the conduct of business to enable hin to move that the Bill be 
read in Council. 

The Hon’pie roe Presipent having suspended the rules, the Low’ ne 
Sm Henry Harrison moved that the Lill be read in Council. 

The Motion was put and avrecd to. 

The Bill was read accordingly, 

The Ion'’nee Sue Menry TWarerson also moved thut the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee, c ing of the llon'ble Mr. Allen, the Houle Mr. Moore, 
the Hon'ble Dr. Rash Behari Ghose, und the Mover. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 








ADJOURNMENT OF COUNCIL. 


Tho Hon'sne tue Parsi said: —" The only Lilli we have ready to 
be passed now is the Private Fisheries Bill, which, if it were not for 
the peculiar wording of our rules, might well be passed to-day. ‘The 
role'to which I refer does not exis: in the Leyislative Ce i} of the V rey, 
and I think it is peculiar to this Council. It is this, that any amendment 
made in tie wording of a Bill, however slight it inay be, prevents. the 
Council from passing the Bill on the same day.. Practically in this Bill 
we have done all that is necessary, and we we ready to pass it; but 
we must defer its passing to another mecting. 1 understand that the Hon'ble 
aud learned Advocate-General will not be here ou urday next, but may 
be ablé to attend on Wednesday. I shall therefore adjourn the Counci} to 
Wednesday next, when, if the Advocate-General be unable to attend, the 
Legal Renembrancer will carry the Bill through. There will remain the Mubam- 
wadan Burial Boards’ Bill, which will have to be before the public for another 
month, and the Select Commitreo on tho Bill which kas just been introduced for 
enabling the Port Commissionors to lend money to the Corporation of Culeutta 
foy eonstruoting the new road cannot, under the rules, submit their report in 
less than @ month; so that these two Bills oan bo ready for consideration 
. after. the expiry of tuat period. Early in July I hope to be back in 
ta, aad T propose that wo should then take up these two subjects.” 


Ths Counéil adjourned to Wednesday, the 15th May, 1389, 
. H, REILY, 


Assistant Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Lugislative Dopartnieat, 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lheutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions 
of the Act of Purliament 24 and 25 Vic., cap. 67. 


Tue Council met in the Council Chamber on Wednesday, the 15th May, 1889. 


Present: 
Tho How’sre Sim Srevart Corvin Barter, «.c.8.1, c..8., Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, presiding. 
The Hon’six Sin Cuarues Pav, £.c..B., Advocate-General. 
The Hon’sir P. Nouan. 
The How’sie T. T. Auien. 
The Ion’rte Sm [Henry larrison, KT. 
The Hon’ste Siz Aurrep Crort, ¥.¢.1.5, 
The Hox’ste Da. Manenpra Lat Sincan, 0.1.5. 
Tho Hoy’sie C. H. Moore. 
The Toy’sie Suanzapa Manommep Furroge Swan. * 
The How’nue Dr. Rasn Benary Guose, 
The How’sre Rasa Rauesuwar Sincu, Banavur. 


The Hoy’niz Sin Cuances Paci moved that the Bill for the protection of the 
right of fishing in private waters, as settled in Council, be passed, 

The Motion was put and agrecd to. 

The How’sie Sir Henry Hariison moved that the Hon’ble Dr. Rash 
Behary Ghose be added to the Select Committee on the Bill to consolidate 
and aniend the law relating to tho Port of Caleutts, and to the appointment of 
Commissioners for the said Port. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Council adjourned sine die. 


C. H. REILY, 


Assist 
‘The 20th May, 1889. J bailey Secretary te roid Deeg iad 
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REPORT OF THE OHEMICAL EXAMINER TO GOVERNMENT 
FOR 1888. 
RESOLUTION. 
MEDICAL 
Caleutta, the 13th May 1X89. 
Reap— 
A lettor from tho Inspector-Gencral of Civil Hogpitals, No. 2753, dated the 26th 
March 1889, forwarding tho report of the Chemical Examiner*for 1888. 
Read also— 
Tho Roport for 1887, and the Resolution recorded on it. 
There has been some delay in tue submission of the report in complete 
form by the Chemical Examinrr. 
The following table shows tie general nature of the work done during 1888 
as Compared with 1887:— 
Medico-leqal— 
» Human vistera tested for poison fe st. = $288 199 


1387. 1988, 





Animal ditto ditto + 119 122 
Fowls’ ditto ditto wet wae 2 
Substanocs suspected to bo, or to contain poison, i 

cluding cattle poison RG 594 591 





Axticles tested for blood stains , 180 246 
Ditto for seminal staing hs wae b+ 61 
Articles tested for purity and quality— 











Potablo water Se AT 61 
Petroloum and inflammable oils 212 268 
Lime-juice 15 9 
Opium confiscated a ‘a uw Lo £2 
», from the Board of Itevenue, Lower Provinces 4 6 
Balt . oon 9 186 
Gheo Ea aN 10 37 
Spirit for deletorious adulterations BS sea 8 18 
Bpirit doterminations for the Collector of Customs ... 189 172 
Small Arms Ammunition Factory, Vum-Dum 402 873 
Fort William Arsenal = aa 22 4 
Ishaporo Gunpowder and Cossipore Shell Factories 3 ae 
Modieal Store Department ... wee l4 L 
Polograph Store, sve es a 8 10 
Commissariat Be OS aa te 96 117 
Army Olothing * Alipore SR 35% & oo 
Other departments ie is 112 78 
Total ae 2,402 2,613 


In addition to the above, 26 reports wore submitted on technical questions. 
Tho proparation of these reports necessitated in many instanccs the performance 
of 8 gerios of analyses. 

The number of medico-legal examinations performed daring the year was 
1,221 against 1,180 in 1887. Among these the most important were those 
of human viscera; in 12°6 per cent. of those examined, arsenic, and in 26-18 
per cent. opium, were detected, while other poisons were found io 6 per cent. 
ofthe cases. Poison was detected in 44:22 per cent. of the viscera against 44°6 
per ceat. in 1887. . 

Dr. ‘Warden has continued to investigate the properties of a number of 
indigenous drugs, and is now engaged in editing a new edition of Dr. Dymock’s 
Materia Medica of Western India, which contains a history of the principal 
drugs of vegetable origin met with in India, 

Tho report on tube-wells is said to be nearly ready. The Lieutenant. 
Governor hopes it will be submitted to Government without further delay. 

* The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are due to Dr. Warden for his 
Teport, and for the good work he and his assistants have done during the year. 


By qtder of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


J. WARE EDGAR, 
Ohief Raneatayy to the Government of Bengal, 
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‘SUMMARY OF THE RAINFALL AND METEOROLOGIOAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVA- 


“TIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, 
THE 17rm MAY 1589, 





high temperature and rather low pressures 

engl “At the southern stations also exceedingly 

miéist winds were reported, and these were bringing up large amounts of 

ver province. Weather over the greater part of the province was fine, and no 

aisle tre dane edt stations in and near the hills in North B On the 11th 
further fall of pressure took place, and the stations in the west of the province showed devid- 
edly ie Sa and indeod they formed part of an area of barometric depression which 
stretched into the North-West Provinces. On the 12th pressure increased briskly over the 
greater part of Bongal and Assam, but still the low-pressure area in the wost of the province 
was well marked, On the 13th pressure commenced to fall again, but the distribution over 

the province became rather altered. and on this day the lowest’ prossures were reported 

from Bhagulpore, Ranigunge, and Bankoora, and winds also showed a slight tendency 

to oyclonic circulation round the low pressure. This was followed by the development 

of a few local storms in East and South-West Bengal, but in most instances the storms 

were not of much-importance. On the 14tha further and somewhat rapid fall of pressure took 

over Bi and a shallow general low-pressure area was apparently formed. Follow- 

ing on this, local storms became general at almost every station in South-West and East 

Bengal, while they were also fairly numerous in the Patna and Bogra districts of North 

ory Be On the 15th pressure rose, but the shallow depression was not entirely filled up, 

and local storms again occurred ; but they were not 60 numerous as on the previous day, 

though some in the Moorshedabad district were particularly heavy, and Berhampur itself 

received 427 inches of rain. On the 16th again pressure increased, and this continued on 

the 17th overthe part of the province, and on this day the feoble depression which had 

iously existed had more then filled up, end pressure had become high and decidedly above 

ie normal in all districts, the excess being larger than a tenth of an inch in Chutia Nagpur, 

Orissa, and in South and East Ben; end Amen, With this changed distribution local storms 

coased to occur, and weather beeame generally fine except in Assam, where 

rain i to fall, The wind systems blowing over the province have not changed to any 

material extent during the week, except in so far as on some days slightly more 

westerly or more easte: iy in direction. For the greater part of the week strong southerly 
and south-westerly winds have been blowing in the south-western districts, and south-easter!: 

it and istrit easterly winds in the ro § 

tinued decidedly strong at the head of the Bay, and 

ugor Island have generally averaged from 25 to 30 miles an hour. 

\ perature has also continued decidedly , though in those districts where local storms 

ocourred, peer fell to some extent, but for the  groaize Dat of the week, the mean 

tomperature,of the province has been largely in excess of the normal. 

Conditions during the week have th in not been favourable for general rainfall, 
and though moderately heavy rain has fallen in ‘Bast, South-West and ‘North Bengal, and 
lighter rain in Orissa, Chutia Nagpur has been almost rainless, and Behar absolutely rainless, 

Assam, on the other hand, heavy rain has continued to fall. 
x eral variations of ure during the week have already been 
i k the mean pressure has been 
-016 inch; but while at the southern stations the excess pests has 
inch, at the northern stations pressure has of the normal 
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Thyme not teed. a 
Metrorotocicat O¥ricr, Bencat ; A. Papier, } 
The Qet May 1889. Off. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bougals 








Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 12th to 18th May 1889. 
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PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY 
Apprivimate tinturn uf Tragic for week ended 11th May 1889, on 57} miles open. 
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Statement of grou receipts of the Dildarnayar-Ghazipur State Railway, rod im 
Works Department Ciroular Vo. XX1, Hailey, dniee Wid Jucy 1883. 


z Toran re tengt py ry wer | torax RECKIPTS PROM ler ~ 
you waxx uxpixo | Ruoxirrs rox waax uxpino | TOLL BeCKteT® FHon 
Dire May isso. ‘Mar isss, ee ee ute 











Per 
wile | Mean 
/ork0\i| roileage | Toba) Fecal nen 
per |warked. 


Yer | Moan 
Receipts. | mile |nuivace) Totalreceipts 
worse woke. | 





403 | un 


wu | ee 
| 
| 








TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approamate Heturn of Tragic for week ented 11th May 1489, on 22} miler opem. 
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Approximate Statement of gross receipts 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY, 
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T Audlvod up to week ending 20th March 1890, 
9 Maca? Mato fad ditto, 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Dacca State Railway. 
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ASSAM-BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
‘i Pouwnan Snct10N- 
+ Approsimate Return of Traffic for week ended sth May 1888, on 38 miter open. 
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: PART IA. 
Orders and Aotifications by the Government of Andix, ke.” 
(Reprinted from the “ Gazette of India.” | sea f : 


_ The following orders, issued by the Government of India, in the H Department, 
“are republished for general information, . a te : 

* r 7 J. Ware Epcar, 
Chief Secu. to the Govt. of Bengal. » 

NOTIFICATIONS—-Ponuio, 
Simla, the 16th May 1889. 

~ No. 895.—The Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen, Empress of India, will be kept in 

India on Friday, the 24th May. 





EsrapuisuMent. 

ay Ve Ys The 16th May 1889. 
No, 266,—Home Depurtment Notification No. 249, dated the Srd instant, placing the 
services of Mr. A. E. Harward, ,c.s., at the disposal of the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
“ineancelled. : ; ; 

‘The of Mr. tant Magistrate and Collector, Rampore 
_ ‘Hat, are placed at the disposal of the Chief Commissioner of Assam, - 

i SS al) - z SaNrvany, 


oa" The 15th May 1889. 
130,—With ‘effect from 6th instant, the services of Surgeon-Major D.«D. Cunning- 
‘on | al ith the Government of India, are replaced at the disposal of tie  « 
‘Beng’ oR 
; * ALP, MacDoxwexa,® ye 
thea} Secretary to the Govt. of India. * 


w order, issued hy the Government of India, ,in the Department of Finance 
ymerce, is republished for general information. oa 
































i" J. Ware 
Chief Secy, to the TRG: setius, 4 
NOTIFICATIONS. * 
STATISTICS AND COMMERCE. nea 
CoMMEROR AND TRADE. . 





x Merchant Shipping. 
"Simla, the 16th May i889. * : 

ions of this Department, Nos, 1853 and 1355, dated the 14th — 
atin r ct ‘Ships Act, X of 1889), thefollowiug corde 
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4 ¥ P; ¥ 
RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE WORKING f 
OF THE EDEN SANITARIUM FOR THE YEAR 188s. 
a ‘ Se * 
¥ re % MEDICAL, ; 
Darjeeling, the 25th May 1889, 


Report on tho working ofthe Eien Sanitarium for the yoar 1886, 
4 Ys. “ee 


con nd 

Rep ee he Worst cds cicntea pa ane 
following statement, which testifies to the growing popularity of ‘the 

n, shows the number of patients, with their relatives and attendants, 
rms, admitted into the Sanitarium during the past five 
+ ‘ 








“ 










aa : 















Of the ey rene gd 48 were admitted in the 1st class, 281 in th 
2nd class, and 114 in the: class. Several applications had to 
wie sretec came of pales ta dasng "soar t 
e avi num} 0) 19 year was nae 
nine months the institution was open, areae 85°67 in the previo 
the average stay of each patient was 24°37 days as compared wit! 
1887. Most of the patients admitted were sear: Somer fever,. 4 
there were also many cases of dysentery, rheumatism, tuberoufar diseases 
lungs, diarchoo, and affections’ of the skin. Four’ deaths oocurred during the 
year. i 
The receipts from patients amounted to Rs, 33,579-2, against 
Rs. 20,454 in 1887. The receipts, including balance of the a ae 
year, were Rs. 36,996.0-11, and the expenditure was Rs. 35, 8-3-9, The 
expenditure under the head of European medicines was more than double of 
what it was in 1887, owi to the fact that to years! supplies, vere obtained — 
from Europe. ‘The expenditure under the head of et, on 
amount paid on account of 1887, was Rs. 13,759-5-6, against Rs. 12, 5 i 
1887, thus showing an increase of Rs. 1,007, dug mainly to the increase in 
the number of patients. 
During the year the Committee paid Rs. 4,801-8-6 of debt, and at the 
end of the year nothing was owed, except Rs. 800 due to the ‘intendent. 
The building is in fairly good order, but a dead-house is said to be 
ly required, and the Lieutenant-Governor hopes this want will soon be supplied. 
e Resident Medical Officer and the nursing staff rendered : 
services to the institution. As the Steward did not give satisfaction his services 
were dispensed with at the close of the season. The thanks of the Lieutenant. 
Governor are due to the Committee and the Superintendent for the interest 
they have taken in the welfare of the Sanitarium. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
JOHN EDGAR, ; 
Clif Seoretary to the Govt, of Bengal. i 
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f No. 878B., dated Calcutta, the 14th May 1889, ; 
_ From—K. G.,Gvrra, Esq., Offg. Seoy, to the Board of Re LP., 

‘Moho Secretary to the ite cee Finaaeial Depeatunaiie 
_ Dan directed by the Board of Revenne to submit the following report on 








Siam, Ss road the salt market for the fourth quarter 
bibs of 1888-89, comprising the months of Jan 
seis Ge oem February and March 1889, ee 


2. The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarter 

report amounted to 21,58,700 maunds 31 seers 13° chittacks, against 

‘4 maunds 38 seers 9 chittacks in the previous quarter, and 22,01,094 

maunds 7 chittacks in the corresponding quarter of the previous year; and 

the net amount of duty levied thereon was Rs. 51,04,008-12, against 

Rs, 56,74,386 in*the previous quarter, and Rs. 42,45,508-4 in the correspond- 
ing quarter of the previous year. 

38. quantity of excise salt sold in Orissa during the quarter under 

review and the quantity which remained in store at the close of the quartar 

are shown in table I :— 


Taiz I, 





















Balance at close of the last quarter 
‘Manufactured i 





oe ae 359 0 0 /1,75,838 10 0 
oradded during the quarter... om wins eT eel hee 
Su Total + | 969 0 0 [1,788 10 Of 
Peete oO Aye 
. Total 
alae a the clot of the quarter 
fe 





% 
_ The above statement shows that the total sale of excise salt durin: te 
* under review amounted to 29,889 maunds, against 34,327 maunds 
60 tollahs in the previous quarter, and 41,745 maunds 15 scers 
1 corresponding quarter of the previous year. ‘ 
1 Mer wea pha table shows in comparison the importations into the 
of Calcutta the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the 
‘a review and the corresponding quarters of the previous two” 


| 


























“7, Table IV shows the quantity of sea-imported 
warehouses at the close of the quarter, as coupaced 
previous four quarters :— : 


© ‘Tasre IV, | 











Poarinaac| Patiaiesn” | “otisstsy. 








¢ 8. The despatches of salt from Calcatta by water and the three railway 
passing the several salt-pass stations into the interior of the country, bo! 
and westof the river Hooghly, during the quarter under review, an 
ponding quarters of the previous two years, are shown in the table below 





vid vid 
PERIOD. ikbal. Sanikrail, | Gewakiially. 








Mas. Mas. 
‘Fourth quarter of 1596-87 .. ayjas0) 119.798 
‘Dine “] tyaataos | tes 1,08, 838 
Ditto vl ‘91,705 
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review amounted to 3,948 





"January = -9136'10 9 i f ds 
tebruary coin ane Soe noted in the margin, against 8,8 








if seers in the previous quarter, and 28 
Bests 3018 30 0 10 seers in the corresponding 
: Takeo year, 

10. The shipments of Liverpool salt for the port 


published market reports were as follow :— ay 
? sag 
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the quantity of sea-imj 
and shipboard at Chittagon 
review and the correspon 


sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter 
Pooree and Balasore, hia 












, Statement showing 
Bengal, 


BENGAL. 
: Western Districts. 
1 |Burdwon -May 25, “89) 
ky Catwa oe 
2)| Banknora ow 25588 
. \pore ia 
E 3 | Birbhum w» 26, *89) 
= Rampur 7 
B) 4 atianapur a 2%, 89) 
& 
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Paxsrxycr Divx. 


Rassuants Divs. 
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Dinagepur 
‘Thakurzacn 


Rajshahye 
Nattore 






















| Rainfall, Weatber, and State and Prospects 


‘aa reported to Government, during the week 





and Slate and f the : 
tai Prospects of es in 








tant rt 


Character of the woather and s 
‘of the cropt. 





"Ohad ” 


‘Weather—scatonable. "The late showers havo 
‘rope. Price of common wico at Bardwan 164 
9144 wore, and Raneogunge 15 veers por rapec,, 


Weathor—seasonable, on 
‘cane commented. Til, indigo, and cotton 
16 seers por rupee at Sudder, but the price ip stationary 
A very heavy storm with 8°12 inches of rain on the 2st. 
ard, Thain general allover the district. . To 
ng going on after the rain. Price of rice romaing 1 
‘Weather—ravher cooler, ‘There have been heavy local 
of the district. ‘They have come opportanely for 
malberry and worm I 
fold at froin Rs. 16 to Rs. 30 a maund during the month, 
rice at Sudder Re, 29.9, Tamluk ta, 2-18, and Ghaval Rav 
Prices atill rising at several t! anas, Su 
Slight showers of rain have fallen turoughout ferecemigaas 
‘the prospects of crops in consequence are looking wp. 
rico at Jehanabad Bs. 2-9, Serampore Ba, 2-4, and Hooghly 


maund. 

Weather—rainy, Rain very beneficial, more for paddy, 
planted. Best rice 10 seers, common rice 12 seers and pete) q 
thers per rupee at Sodder station, cheapest rigo at Ulubariys 14} seers 


Weatucr—hot wth, oreion nov silern fod min. The in han g ‘ 
tt good onan ate going 
Weather —hot and cloudy 


are going on. 
Mea tcsulpecl te 


Westher—oecasionally cloudy} fomperature lowet than last woek:*A Hidde rah 
“he ‘allen fn all ae of the Vc fame po : - if 
a ‘mun aod sugarcane, Jute ihe? 
Eft eee oa 
ot rain, 


Sutkhira it could not be-sown for 4 

‘Weather—hot and clondy,. ‘The recent rain has done niuch i 
‘More rain is still wanted, Arum, ams, jute ; 
Prices still rising, 


Weuther—cooler with thanderstorms and, showers; wind gone 
“east, Sowing of aur ddan iv going on over part 
‘The rain has not visited « suiall ares in the ‘corner of 












‘Weathor—fairly cool and elondy. Thoro have boon light showers 
ally througoout ths uel, bat not ecoage ets 
fowings or growth of riee and jaro seedlings. Heavy ruin ix 

we "soa y Si ben. ‘Bove dhan in boing. reaped. Hore 
es 7% 

‘Wanted for cultivation and for young paddy, ~~ 


i Sppmna ut ite close. 


vat much af the 
Soir the annie. iil gray so 


being sown, but wi 


places rice is 
Thon reefs telling at 


Ley : rapt eae 
‘May, 28, "8! + 0°50 | Weather—sonsonable. Prospects of aus fair. Prices rising, 


* 
yy %5, "BEY 247 | Weather—hot in day, cool st night. Sowing of aus nearly rey oe 

i Jute rain has sofae to tho standing crops. “More 
: Pricoce sationsry, | One 


* File ee 
‘ "8S 274 | Rain fell on & Weather bright with rain-storms, ‘Prospects fair. 
‘ cy ed Of dhen not 3 emp, bob nnrpce Toe asag wake ‘ ve 


"Bt « 184 ‘eather—oexceasit hot. Sowing in jams rotacded to short 
“4 Ta al pao Plough culeieataps beginning, to of their aur 
4 ‘crop. * Ky 
Weathe sional I of and 1h) 
Ser rea ee sugurcane Tote sotiiane in 


Weather—hot in the first part of the week. The rain has done besa oo to 
cheena su preparation of fields for Liadoi. Harvesting of boro rice con. 
tines. Prices of food-grains are almost stitionary, with alight indiewtion 
bf rise in the prices of rice, wheat and gram in the Barh sub. 

‘Weather—clondy with weat and east winds alternately. Heavy rain in parts of 
the district. Sagareane coming on well. Prices of focd-graius continue 0 


Weathor—comparatively cool and cloudy for the last few days with showers, 
fms cropugh shoens sya in toomebe tele ene moneda ev eTaE 

ground. ‘The ruin ins boueSted them and ala the sugarcane, The mango 

crop is failnre, ‘The modwa erop is said to havo beon good. ' 

Report not received. “ 

Strong easterly winds. Rain more or leas hore, but very unequal—heavier 

‘¢ Hajipar than elsewhere. ‘The rain will help’ tho cultivator to prepare 
junds for Uhadoi sowings, bat more rain is required to vnsute their supoce, 

‘Weather—hot; cloudy for the last fow days, ‘The rain lug been. benellelal to: 
cheena and indigo. 

Weather—passing clouds; temperature variable. The rainfall in the Sudder — 
sehen as toe to de ay porcine grin Hae eg © 
‘been beneficial. More rain is a me . eos high, and the poorer 
classes all over the district are in distress, “ 

Weat her—cool and cloudy with easterly wind. A. shower with storm on 
‘ist throughout the district, which has fuciliteted ploughing of laude for 
Bailes ere nd has improved the proses generally Tew stationery, 

Woather—milt ence the rainfall on the 2nd Tutant.”Mlooghing for Bhedot 4 
sowings commenced, ‘The lnte rainfall has improved erally, 
bat poss remain stationary. More rain urzently wasted in fe me, ge | 
‘eastern pergunnahs, where the situation remains anxions. Per 

Slight ful of min almost everywhere, not nrarly enough. Wenthor grows cosler, 
Much more mointure required, not only to save the seed already put into the. | 
ground, but tenable sgriculfaral erations to go on. Want of moire | 
is operating injuriously in respect future crops. oq 

Weather cook clonal and fine. Harvesting of bore, continues with afair oute 
turn, tain has done mach good to the standing erps, aud has astisted the 
sowing of Bhadoi and the preparation of lands for winter rice crops. More 
rain still wanted. Price of rice hes begun to fall. 

Weathor—cloudy and threateninz. ‘Tha rain will in most placns enable the 

to prepare their lands for the d4adet sowings, and will Lenefit the. 


Zigrfeane tad indigo crops. "Prices high.’ 





jer—ary. Plonghing for beati and sarad rico continues, Sowing has 
Wi orntagoat i sro Price of rice statio 
Weather—seasonable. 


‘ bien Motmatted, Sondyonand of “mtigit sel in pecrst baaiees 
Yee Perce ain ta good no eugeraoe, Moro rin required for ploughing. Prices 
‘ ” show a tendency to rise. * 


5 i 5, Bowtig of yora ddan ia going on, Onttarn of 
ie Besieged. Brianeey whenlqtes okeiog 
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NI NGAL, A) THE MET ; BSI 
VATIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM, DURING THE WEEK ENDING 
MAY 1889. ‘ ; a 
Me Vee ‘ 4 ’ 
Vv nt of the woek weather here fi pressure and 
high, but the ris free , whi Phd bee notae rar tho latter 
Previous whek, coased and a rather rapid fall set in everywhere. It lasted the 
causiny 


two ¢ ing an almost goneral defect, Temperature continued high, especially in 
gl » humidity inorensed sligh'ly, and Gaiters were repotted. poled fees 


Bengal. After that a gei disturbance began, with irregular changes of ee i 


sometimes large,-and a fall of temperature in all districts excep! Behar and 
lagpur, where a large excess existed a day or two longer than in tho othor districts. On 
day, tho 20th, humidity was high everywhere, and tain was goneral in Assam, and showers 
foll in many parts of East, North, and South-West Bengal, Behar and Chutie Nagpur 
alone received no ans Mang rasestgns beams snare fer el cola so for 
lays, ig generally north-easterly in Ni ‘engal, and easterly or south-sastorly 
elsewhere, On Wuesday pressure changes were very Pegpalan, arapid fall of temperatura 
ocourred. in Behar, and weather became moro genorally disturbed, and rain fell at almost all 
stations, though-only in a fow instauoes did it amount to more than an inch. During the 
following three days similar conditions obtained, though weather was becoming less‘dis- 
turbed towards the ond of the wook, when wind direotions becams more normal, cloud pro- 
ion lessened, and showers were less numerous. Rapid increases and decreases of prassure, 
jowever, continued, and temperature from being largely in defect, especially in Bahar, began. 
to rise at the end of the week. 4 
Prowure.—Prossute changes have been large throughout the woek, and during the day or 
two when conditions were most disturbed, considerable irregularity existed. At the beginning 
thera was att excess averaging for the whole province about a tenth of an inch, but in consa- 
quenoo of the rapid fall of the first two days, the only stations that reported excess pressure 
wore & fow in Hast and North Bengal and Assam. The variations from the normal then 
showed gront irregularity. A riso was general on Monday, the Orissa stations only report- 
ing. alight falls, On the following day the changes were not large, but were dacidaly irra» 
, and the difference of pressure over the province considerably increased. ‘Ths rise that 
ocourred on Wednesday in the western districts was the largest change of the weak, amounting 
to ‘15 inch in Uhutia Nagpur, Behar, and parts of South-West engl Prossura became 
again anos in exoess, but in consequence of the large fall on the following day, a defect 
arose in. ‘and North Bengal and Assam. ‘he largest fall was “13 inch in North Bengal. 
The changes on Friday were unimportant and somewhat irregular. Tho average pressure 
the week docs not differ much from the normal, being about ‘02 inch in excess, and 
a fair number of stations pressure is almost normal. ‘The largest differenca is in North 
fearon “Daring the fi days of the week hove th n 
‘i re.—Daring the first two days of the week temperature was above tho norm 
jt ‘Ata the excess in Behar being about 7°. Whon storms became 
largo of temperature set in, and excepting Behar and Cisatia Nagpur, dofoct 
everywhere on Monday, On Tuesday thore was a rapid fall in Bohar, which extond~ 
ed to Chutin Nagpur the next day. A large defeot then existed in Behar, add kapt, inersase 
ing till the Pi by of tho weok, when it amounted to about 12°. Tho dofect for tho other 
is during the latter half of the week was three or four degrees. Temperatura first 
| it Monday was about 8° in defect ; aftor that a rise set in, and by the end 
a slight excess at Sibsagar and Silchar. ‘The mean for the week 
districts except Ohutia Nagpur. The defect is largost in Assam, am: 
Orissa, South-West and North Bengal, and South Behar it is over 
North Behar, and Obutia Nagpur average tetnperaturo is very nearly normal. 
tof the week maximum tem) of over 110° were reported by. several 
‘the week was 113° in South Behar, and the lowost 648° in Assam 
Assam the mean temperature has been nearly three degrees 


common every day of the week, and were gbneral 

Rain fell on only in Orissa and : 

No ta Bekes a Wednesday, A 
of South Behar did not receive more than 
“heaviest rain 
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Merzoronoaicat, Orricr, Bexcat 5 A. Peper, z 
The 28th May 1889. Qfy. Meteorologicat Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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‘The mean pressure of the seven day is as ade ae 
‘The average pressure of the aceeepoelling period for 24 years, S.«G.’s Office ... 


ie total nusnbér of hours of bright somthing a Bes ian 
‘maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ... sie oe 
Tho moan tomperature of the seven days ... ast tis see 
‘The’ average temperature of the correspondi period for 24 years, 8,-@.'s Office 
‘The extreme variation of temperature... dee Sen oe 


‘The highest velocity of the wiid in one hour 
? of wind on one square foot 
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| Rempore Beanlesh 447 
Darjiling ea 31 
Darbhanga. a2 
‘Monghyr 925 
‘Mozufferpore 318 
Couillah 908 


rr 
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§. In comparison with the results 
death-rate from cholera, no ‘variation in fatality 
jn the casualty-rates from the other diseases :— 





‘ ‘Vath May 1899. ath May 188 
Cholera o 42 31 
ae ie 88 Bo 
Borel-complsin's a ey 18 22 
jury a a ~ + “ \ 
Other causes a 58 67 


4. The diseases indicated in the foregoing table proved 
ing Municipalities, excepting powel-complaints ‘and. injury, 


‘nowhere above normal :— 


Cholera. Small-por. 
Ratio por Ratie per 
mall. ro 
——_ 179 | Chupra 29 
jaraingan) 166 | “Patna 23 | Gya 
Serampore 157 
Comillah 164 
i IL 
. 10% “ 
Chita v4 
fampore Beauleal To 
Gya 76 
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Be jer the hoads of Sez, Claus ond Agey the mortality of the wosk was 
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© According to Sex. 
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“RAST INDIAN BATLWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traifte for weck ended 18h May 1889, on 1,619} miles open. 
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Appreciate Statement of grou receipts of the East Indian Mailuay, prepared in accordance with Pablic 
S sowmcnt Ctealee Reo LAL Hating, dated Bird July 1883. 
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3 resp mile Receipts, oi ‘Total receipts. a ateie| Tora receipes 
Re. Re, Rs. Be. Be. Ra, 
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PATNAGYA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approvimate ttevurn uf Trasiic for weck ended 18th May 1880, on 57} miles open. 
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approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Dildarnagar-Ghazipur State 
i Works Department Cireu 


Railway, prepared in 
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) dated 23rd Juiy 1883, 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Eastern Bengal State ‘Raibiay:} 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 11k May 1889, on 125 miles open, 
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FINANOIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of grove receipts of the Dacca State Railway. 
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ASSAM-BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
Purxuax Sxcrion. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended Lith May 1880, on 98 miles open. 
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TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 


Approcimate Return of Traffic for the wook eniling 18h May 1880, on 273 miles open. 
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close of the fortnight £ i ide the are 
fied as distressed. © Wi a ie seal vk a 
at present dealt with ‘ord work after 15th the Con 
attention is directed to the | and Engineer's estimate ards at the 
cheacty sn) uepege ert 
now: ic feet per man. 
there art ae in eee ra numbers much gs aur 
employed hitherto. F 
In Chumparun only have any signs of depletion been observe 
markets, and even us to-that district it is stated that the 
- sufficient. 
The report states that it has been decided that on _comaetion 
repairs now in hand, no further relief will be afforded on road 
bhunga, future operations being confined to tanks, On this ary ea 
missioner will be requested to sarort separately, as the gro 
arrived ‘at are not understood. It was fourid Sateate when Sir 
Bayley-visited the district, to carry on road and tank work simultaneoi 
as the rains approach, the objection to pany solely on tank. 
apparently increase. 


1 sare she bonone te subst my. sat ileal ean ot ae : 


: _Prospets ofthe erops forth forinight ending the 25th instant, 





i oe se) AF sig 
> says that the rise in the prices is chiefly due to co 
Boas and panty to exportation math tha 

‘stocks are yet full, : 


ane 


SHAHABAD, 


harvesting of chena has been completed, and an a op | 
e is now the only crop standing on the eoianl ite 


new to report in regard to the condition of the le. 
aaa on account of increased demand for export. Coe : 
ate 13, seers per rupee, and wheat 14 scers 14 chittacks. 


has @YA, j 

Area affected.—Same as reported in last fortnightly report, 
General stair of affected tract during tast Sortnght.—The circumstances 
= a getting sere Se than begrac lorie now no 
except cheena sugarcane. vo rain fel during the 

Public health continues good, 

ly of grain in the market is reported to be sufficient; Common 
at 13 seers at Gya, and 13} seers at Aurungabad, and 12 seers 


Works .—A test work has been opened at Kharout-Seidilla 
‘ Ali but no report about the attendance ‘of the : 
the work has heen yet recei ; 
ation of tanks is going on in the Government estate Sarawan in 
are employed on Gilandazi work in the Tikari estate. 
tuccuyi loans is affording employment. to about 00 : 
Namie 


c 


31 ofthe Famine Coe ns three, > 
itn ecu 
my 





5 . Ly : . 
The public health still continues good. Some few cases 
have been reported, but no cholera. i : 
~ Prices are steadily rising, but it is noted that the statements shi 
at Bela,-which is the where distress appeared to Mr. Bolton to be g 
was selling at the end of this fortnight at 12 soors’8 chittacks, wh 
statement for the ‘previous fortnight the Price at Bela was given as 10 
12 chittacks. Thé most considerable riso has bean at Pupri and 
from 12 seers 2 chittacks and 12 scers 9 chittacks last” rit 
8 cbittacks and 11 seers 6 chittacks in this fortnight. 
12. Grain stock—Supply of pen in the market is 
cient. The Collector states that the distress is not owing D 
* food-supply so much as it is from the high prices of food and i 
works in the fields. : \ 
13 Public Works open.—Work’ is goin on on 12 roads or 
: Only four of these roads will ai ord work after the 15th June, 
Col says it will be necessary to commence new roads. ‘The rates 
roads were raised on the 13th May to 2} annas per 100 cubic 
Sub-divisional Officer considers that it be necessary | soon 
to 2} annas per 100 cubic fect. If prices of food conte ose 
in the rate will be necessary, but the Sub-divisional” Officer will be i 
to be-careful not to raise the rates so ax to make it more profitable for 
to rush om our works than it would be for them tow fields when 
The average daily number of persons employed 1 51522. 
Nine tanks are being or deepened. The average duily nw 
(eat employed was 3,258. Five of these works were commenced 
ight. As the work will not last long, it will be pea 


works. : 3 AMA 
The daily average number of men, women and children 
Durbhunga Raj works during the past fortnight was 537. 
CHUMPARUN. j 
14. Ares eferted.r—Thovs beni eos at Oo d 
+ 15. General state of the affected. tract.—No nok a cat prese’ 
dap oe abs prom Rice and mung have been, sown in a few p 55, 
anxiously looked for in ovary part of the dstiot The 
want of water is very much felt—in fact a water famine is 
_ rivers having been dammed in Nepal. — 
small outturn of the late rubbee harvest n 





‘ded by a few wealthy persons 
; ‘eis eee 


frainiious reue/-'Tve nomber of ho recei itou 
Pe ee Rear 
> Men : 30 
or 


wo OH 


total expenditure under this head during the fortnight was Rs, 80-4. 


DURBHUNGA. 


_ Area afected.—No change. 
‘19, General stete of affected tracts—The Collector reports. that the 
state of the fas le is not such’ as to cause any alarm of immediate 
Priees of the different vn jl eaten by the people have, how- 
. ‘Phe continued drought greatly reduced the outturn of the 
has So annihilated mung. 
has been no rain anywhere except a few drops, of no use, but rather 
‘the mung, in the neighbourhood of Lowkaha and Lowkahi. In 
there is reported to have been a heavy storm with hail. 
te of rain at present gives no cause ‘for alarm. Land is compara- 
, and there are few crops to be damaged by drought. Hopes and 
‘weather are now connected with the coming year. 
is suffering, but apparently more from what is culled rot below the 
a from the . The fact is insects have been at work at the 
done much mischief. This is a consequonce of droyght. c 
health remains good. Cholera appeared in ono village in Madhubani 
‘The disease was imported by a traveller from Nepal. ‘Twenty-six 
of 46 cases, but the infection was confined to this village, 
Works open—The returns show that 11,668 persons received 
ent during the last fortnight against 10,241 of the previous fortnight, 
iertgat, iornieat 
10,000 9,090, 
866, o7L 
802 30 


Total ip ces 11,668 10,241. 


‘women and children is the remarkable feature of thi 
en tea teaiys oxnnte aow-be long bettae Gngkie 
come into full activity.” ‘ 





